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[The People's Republic of China - the Special Administrative Region of Hong Kong (HKSAR)]
	LAST UPDATED:
	     


The Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co‑operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption:
Date of ratification or accession:27.4.2005 
Objections to accession made by:-
Date of entry into force:1.1.2006
	Contact information of Central Authority:
	

	Name of office: 
	Family and Child Welfare Branch / Social Welfare Department (SWD)

	Address:
	Room 721, 7/F, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong.

	Telephone:
	(852) 2892 5168

	Fax:
	(852) 2833 5840

	E-mail:
	cfcw2@swd.gov.hk

	Web site:
	http://www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/index.html

	Contact Person(s): 
	Chief Social Work Officer (Family and Child Welfare)2


	If your State has appointed more than one Central Authority, please provide contact information for each of these Central Authorities: 

	There is only one Central Authority in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) of the People's Republic of China.


1.
Role of authorities and bodies in adoption
1.1 Central Authority
	Describe briefly the functions of the Central Authority(ies) (e.g., see Arts 6-9; and Arts 14-21 if accredited bodies are not used).

	According to s.20E, the Adoption Ordinance (Cap. 290), 

(1)
the functions under the Convention of the Central Authority shall be discharged by the Director of Soccial Welfare (DSW);
(2)
any application made under Article 14 of the Convention by a person habitually resident in Hong Kong for the adoption of an infant habitually resident in a Contracting State shall be addressed to the Director as the Central Authority in Hong Kong;
(3)
in complying with the obligation to provide any report or other information under Article 15 or 16 of the Convention, the Director as the Central Authority may request any person as he may specify to make a report to him with respect to any matter which appears to him to be relevant; and the person shall comply with such a request; and

(4)
the Director may, to the extent permitted by the provisions of the Convention, delegate his functions as the Central Authority to accredited bodies.




1.2
Public authorities and competent authorities
	Describe briefly the role of any public authorities and competent authorities including courts (e.g., see Arts 4, 5, 9 and 22).

	Compentent Authorities in HKSAR is the Court of First Instance of the High Court  which will issue the adoption order provided that the prospective adopter(s) shall follow the legal requirements and procedures of the Receiving State (RS).  In accordance with Article 23 of the Hague Convention, a Convention adoption certificate should be issued by a competent authority in the RS.  





1.3
Bodies / Persons involved in the adoption process
	a) Under Article 13 (national accredited bodies): 
i. If your State has accredited any adoption bodies, please indicate the number and describe their role.

	

Three accredited bodies (ABs).

While the ABs, ABs' duties and procedural requirements are under articles 9(a), 9(c), 9(d), 15(1), 15(2),19(2), 19(3), 20, 21 (1), 21 (1)(a), 21 (1)(b), 21(1)(c) and 21(2).



	ii. Are their details on the Hague Conference website and are they kept up to date?

	

Yes, by hyperlink to our website. 

	b) Under Article 22(2) (approved (non-accredited) persons): 
i. If your State has approved any non-accredited persons, please indicate the number and describe their role.

	

N.A.

	ii. Are their details on the Hague Conference website and are they kept up to date?

	

N.A.


1.4 
Accreditation and authorisation
	Did your State complete the Questionnaire of 2009 on accredited bodies? If so, the Permanent Bureau will provide the link to your response on its website. 

	Yes.


1.4.1 Accreditation (Arts 10-11)

	a)
What is the name of the authority / body responsible for accreditation of national adoption bodies?

	
DSW.

	b)
Describe briefly the process of accreditation and the most important accreditation criteria. Provide a link to more detailed information.

	
Upon receiving the accreditation application, an assessment committee will be formed to provide comment and give recommendation to DSW on whether approve the application or not. DSW who will make final decidion on whether he/she will accredit, or renew the accreditation of, a body of persons (corporate or unincorpaorate) as an accredited body in accordance with the principles set out in Articles 10 and 11 of the Convention.

For the accreditation system, please refer to:


http://www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_family/sub_listofserv/id_adoptionse/

For the Adoption Ordinance (Cap. 290), please refer to:


http://www.legislation.gov.hk/eng/home.htm 



1.4.2 Authorisation (Art. 12)

	a)
What is the name of the authority / body responsible for authorisation of accredited bodies in your State to act in other Contracting States?

	
N.A.

	b)
Is authorisation given as part of the accreditation process or is it a separate procedure?

	
N.A.

	c)
Is the authorisation granted to work in all States of origin, some States or only one State?

	
N.A.

	d)
Does your State use any criteria to decide on a request for authorisation? Provide a link to more detailed information.

	
N.A.


2.
Children proposed for adoption in the State of origin
	a)
In your State, are there any conditions (by law or procedure) that affect the adoptability of a child from another State? Please specify

	
If the child is satisfied to be adoptable in accordance with the Adoption Ordinance (Cap. 290).  Generally speaking, after all the consents required have been obtained and due consideration being for this purpose given to the wishes and opinions of the child, having regard to the age and understanding of the child, the child is adotpable if adoption is assessed to be in the best interests of the child.  In general practice, those children should be confirmed by the Senior Social Worker Officer of Central Authority that the child is adopted taking into account the case conditions including the child's health condition, and confirmation of the child's unconditional stay, etc.
 


	b)
Describe what is meant by “children with special needs” in your State.

	
The children of DSW wards with special needs, such as older in age, with handicaps, health problem or hard family bcakground.  Generally speaking,  those children, to a large extent, cannot be matched for local home, he/she will be referred to ABs in respect of intercountry adoption for identifying suitable overseas home.


3.
Prospective Adoptive Parents (PAPs)
3.1
Eligibility and suitability criteria for PAPs (Art. 5 a))
3.1.1 Criteria of eligibility 

a)
Profile of PAPs 
	Married couple
	Yes 
	If yes, are any conditions imposed (e.g., length of marriage)? Preferably married for 3 years.

	Unmarried couple or registered partnership
	Yes
	If yes, are any conditions imposed (e.g., length of the relationship)? 
Subject to assessment on the stability of their relationship.


	Single person
	Woman
	Yes 
	If yes, are any conditions imposed?  See 'others' below.



	
	Man
	Yes
	If yes, are any conditions imposed?  See 'others' below.

	Same sex couple
	Yes
	If yes, are any conditions imposed?  See 'others' below.  


b)
Age requirements
	Minimum age
	Yes, over 25
	s.5 (1), Cap. 290 stipulates that the Court shall not make an adoption order authorizing a sole applicant to adopt an infant unless the applicant -
(b)
If PAP is a relative of the infant and has attained the age of 21 years; and
(d)
has attained the age of 25 years.


	Maximum age
	Yes / No
	if yes, specify.
No



	Difference (in years) required between the PAPs and the child:
	 No
	If yes, specify.
No.



c)
Other criteria

	Couple with children (biological or adopted)
	Yes
	If yes, are any conditions imposed?  Biological children's readiness to accept the adopted child.
No prerequisite requirement imposed but subject to assessment on the Paps's child care ability and the biological children's readiness to accept the adopted child. 


	Infertility certificate
	Yes / No

	Other
	 No

	
	If yes, specify.  The assessment criteria are not perscriptive as stated 3.1, the suitability assessment should be conduted based on the interplay of all factors and the child's best interests. 


3.1.2 Evaluation of PAPs
The evaluation of PAPs is one part of the report on PAPs: see section 5.1
	a)
Which body or expert performs the evaluation?

	
Social worker of AB.



	b)
Describe briefly the evaluation procedure of PAPs.

	
ABs assess the suitability of the homes adn recommend home approval for CA's endorsement.




3.2
Preparation and counselling of PAPs (Art. 5 b))
	a)
In your State, are courses given to prepare PAPs for international adoption?

	
Yes.


If yes, 

	i. Are they mandatory?

	
No.  But AB in Hong Kong will provide such service to the applicant.

	ii. At what stage(s) in the adoption process are they offered?

	
All stages including when submission of application, matching process as well as placement and post placement service. 

	iii. Who provides the courses?

	
Soical worker of AB.

	iv. Are they provided to PAPs collectively and / or individually? 

	
Both.

	v. For what period of time?

	
No standard requirement for ABs as known to AU. 

	vi. What is their content?

	
No standard requirement for AB as known to AU.




	vii. Are there any specific courses for PAPs wishing to adopt a child with special needs? 

	
No standard requirement for AB as known to AU.


	b)
What advice or counselling is available to individual PAPs? Who provides it and at which stage(s) in the adoption process is it provided?

	
AB will provide on-going counselling and support to PAPs throughout                     the adoption process.  


4.
Preparation of the adoption file of PAPs
4.1
Submission of adoption request of PAPs
	a)
To which authority / body are the adoption request and related documents submitted?

	
AB in Hong Kong.

	b)
Is it mandatory to submit the adoption request through an accredited body?

	
No, but all the cases in HKSAR submitted the application through AB.

	c)
Who assists the PAPs if there is no accredited body involved?

	
N.A.


4.2
Required documents in your State
a)
Please indicate whether the following documents are required:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 An application form for adoption completed by the PAPs
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A statement of “approval to adopt” issued by a competent authority
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Report on the PAPs including the “Home study” and other personal evaluations (Art. 15)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Copies of passports of PAPs or other personal identification documents
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Copies of birth certificates of PAPs and of other children residing with them
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A copy of the marriage certificate (if married couple), divorce certificate (if either or both of the PAPs is divorced) or death certificate of the spouse (if one of the PAPs is widowed)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Health certificates
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Evidence of the financial circumstances of the family
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employment certificate
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Proof of no criminal record
	Please specify any other documents that are required:

	It varies since it is handled by AB and it might also depend on the requirement of the country of orgin.  


b)
If applicants apply through an accredited body, are the following documents required?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Power of attorney issued by the family to the accredited body (e.g., a contract signed by an accredited body and the PAPs

 FORMCHECKBOX 

A document issued by a competent authority of your State and certifying that the accredited body may engage in intercountry adoption
5.
The adoption procedure
5.1
Report on the PAPs (Arts 5 a) and 15)
	a) Who prepares the “home study” and other documents?

	
AB in HKSAR.



	b) For how long is the report valid? Who is responsible for renewing the report if the period of validity expires before the adoption is completed?

	
There is no time frame set on the validity of the report but regular update by AB after home approval is needed.  




	c) Who sends the PAPs request to the State of origin?

	
AB in HKSAR.


5.2
Matching and transmission of the report on the child (Art. 16(2))

	Who receives the report on the child referral and when are the PAPs informed?

	No standard requirement for AB as known to AU.


5.3
Acceptance of the match (Art. 17 a) and b))

	a)
How much time is allowed for the PAPs to decide to accept the match?

	
No standard requirement for AB as known to AU.



	b)
Is the match accepted if the profile of the child does not correspond to the one approved for those PAPs in the “home study”?

	
Depends on various factors like the reason behind and if the Paps are assessed to be capable of adopting a child of different profile from their oringinal preference etc..



	c)
What are the conditions, if any, for approval by the Central Authority or other body of the proposed match?

	
The adoption arrangement is in the best interest of the child while his /her wish and opinion have been duly considerated having regard to his age, maturity of the child.


5.4
Agreement under Article 17 c) 
	Which is the competent authority / body that must give agreement that the adoption may proceed?

	CA of HKSAR.


5.5
Travel of the PAPs to the State of origin
	a) Does your State impose any travel requirements or restrictions on PAPs in addition to those imposed by the State of origin? Please specify.

	
No.

	b) In what circumstances is an escort permitted to get the child from the State of origin?

	
Whenever the PAPs are not available for escort. 


5.6
Authorisation to enter and reside permanently (Arts 5 c) and 18)
	Specify the procedure to obtain authorisation for the child to enter and reside permanently in your State.

	Immigration Department in HKSAR upon recommendation by CA / AB of the State of origin.


5.7
Arrival of the child
	Once the child has arrived in your State, what is the procedure, if any, to notify the Central Authority or accredited body of the arrival?

	AB in Hong Kong will keep liaising with the overseas state on the child's arrival.


5.8
Certificate under Article 23
	a) What is the competent authority for issuing the certificate under Article 23 in cases where the adoption order / decree is issued in your State?

	
The Court of First Instance of the High Court.  

	b) Have the details of the competent authority been sent to the Convention’s depositary
 (as required by Art. 23(2)) or to the Permanent Bureau?

	
Yes.

	c) Does your State use the “Recommended model form – Certificate of conformity of intercountry adoption” (see Guide to Good Practice No 1 - Annex 7, available on Hague Conference website)?

	
Yes.

	d) Describe the procedure for issuing the certificate. For example, is a copy given automatically to the PAPs? Is a copy sent to the Central Authority of the State of origin? How long does it take to issue the certificate?

	
A copy of certificate will be given to PAPs.  A copy can also be sent to CA of State of Origin if so requested.  It takes about two to four weeks after order granted.No precedent case. 

	e) In cases where the certificate is issued in the State of origin, which authority or body in your State receives a copy of the certificate?

	
AB of HKSAR.


6.
Adoption of a relative child (intra-family adoption)
	a) Explain what is meant by “relative child” in your State.

	
According to s.2 of the Adoption Ordinance (Cap. 290), "relative", in relation to an infant, means a grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt, whether of the full blood, of the halfblood or by affinity, and includes -

(a)
where an adoption order has been made in respect of the infant or any other person under this Ordinance, any person who would be a relative of the infant within the meaning of this definition if the adopted person were the child of the adopter born in lawful wedlock; and

(b)
where the infant is born out of wedlock, the father of the infant and any person who would be a relative of the infant within the meaning of this definition if the infant were the legitimate child of his mother and father.

 


	b)
In what circumstances does your State allow the adoption of a child, who is habitually resident in another State, by relatives of that child who are habitually resident in your State?

	
The adoption arrangement is in the best interest of the child while his /her wish and opinion have been duly considerated having regard to his age, maturity of the child.  There is no difference with other cases.
 


	c)
Does your State apply Convention procedures to such adoptions? Are there measures to expedite such adoptions?

	Yes.  No special measure to expedite such adoptions.


7.
Post-adoption matters

7.1
Post-adoption reports
	a)
Who is responsible for making the reports?

	
AB in HKSAR.



	b)
Who is required to send them to the States of origin?

	
AB in HKSAR.



	c)
If the reports are forwarded by the accredited bodies or adoptive parents, is there any monitoring to ensure the reports are sent? Does the Central Authority have a role to play?

	
AU/CA has not been involved in the post-adoption reports as at present practice.


7.2.
Post-adoption services (Art. 9 c))
	a)
Describe the post-adoption services, if any, that are provided in your State, and who provides them.

	
Under the existing practice, the adoption case is considered closed in the respective service unit upon granting of the adoption order.  Nevertheless, the adoptive parents may join self-help groups for the adoptive family in the HKSAR for mutual support and experience sharing.  Besides, post-adoption counselling will be arranged to the adoptive parents and adopted children as appropriate if required.  Where necessary and as appropriate, the case may also be referred to Integrated Family Service Centres / Medical Social Services Units for follow-up services.



	b)
What, if any, assistance is given to adopted persons to search for their origins?

	
According to the Adotpion Ordinance (Cap. 290), there is no provision on root-tracing.  Yet, the adopted person has right to access to birth record, informationon the birth parents’ the revised Root Tracing Service has been effected administratively along SWD’s established practice since the commencement of the Adoption (Amendment) Ordinance 2004 on 25 January 2006.  For adopted person reaches 18, he/she may approach Adoption Unit(AU)/SWD and AB/HKSAR direct.  For adopted person is under the age of 18, AU/SWD or AB/HKSAR would entertain the request only if with the written consent of the adoptive parent(s).

If HK as the receiving state, AU or AB will assist the adoptee or adoptive parents on root-tracing through liaison with CA/AB of the state of origin.





7.3
Preservation and availability of information (Art. 30)
	a)
Which authority is responsible for preserving the information concerning the child’s origins (Art. 30(1))?

	
AU/SWD, ABs in respect of intercountry adoption in HKSAR and Immigration Department.  For the records retained in AU/SWD and ABs in HKSAR should be kept without time limit.



	b)
What are the legal requirements for preservation of information (e.g., duration, location)?

	
See answers of 7.2.b and 7.3.a above.



	c)
In your State, does the law permit the adopted person to have access to this information? If yes, is there any age or other restriction?

	
According to the Adotpion Ordinance (Cap. 290), there is no provision on root-tracing.  Yet, the adopted person has right to access to birth record, informationon the birth parents’ the revised Root Tracing Service has been effected administratively along SWD’s established practice since the commencement of the Adoption (Amendment) Ordinance 2004 on 25 January 2006.  For adopted person reaches 18, he/she may approach AU/SWD and AB/HKSAR direct. For adopted person isunder the age of 18, AU/SWD or AB/HKSAR would entertain the request only if with the written consent of the adoptive parent(s).  



	d)
Are the biological parents or the adoptive parents permitted to have access to information about the adoption (see Art. 9 a) and c))?

	
The root tracing service aims to assist adult adopted persons, adoptive parents on behalf of the adopted person aged under 18 to trace information relating to the birth parents in order to have a fuller picture of their identity and/or to establish contact with the birth parents.
Where the adopted person is under 18, his/her adoptive parent(s) will also be involved in the counselling process before the release of information to the adopted person.  In the circumstance where the birth parent(s) initiate(s) to trace the adopted person, it is necessary to trace the adoptive parent(s) prior to contacting the adopted person directly to avoid the possible emotional turbulence that the adopted person may face if he/she all along does not know about his/her adoptive status.     



	e)
What, if any, assistance does the Central Authority or another body give to the adopted person or the biological or adoptive parents to obtain access to that information?

	
They can approach CA/AU/SWD and ABs/HKSAR direct.
Upon receipt of such request, the AU/SWD or the AB/HKSAR will provide birth information relating to the adopted person without disclosing any identifying information on the birth parent(s) based on the file records possessed by the AU/SWD or the AB/HKSAR.  On the other hand, advice will also be given to the adopted person on other means of root-tracing, e.g. application for a court order under Section 18(4) of the Adoption Ordinance to search information contained in the Adopted Children Registry.

In fact, birth information about an adopted person, except identifying data of his/her birth parent(s), is provided as a standing practice by the AU/SWD to the adoptive parent(s) at the time when an adoption order is granted to facilitate the adoptive parent(s) in the future process of telling of adoption to the adopted person.  If the adopted person approaches the AU/SWD subsequently for such information, the information will be provided.  A sample of the background information, which includes the biological and medical history of the adopted person and the birth parent(s), and the reasons for relinquishment, etc.. 
Upon the implementation of Veto Mechanism (VM) on 1 March 2006, the VM is to balance the adopted person’s right to access to birth information and the right to privacy of the birth parent(s) who might have been minor(s) when the child was born, or who might have been involved in extra marital affairs leading to the child’s birth, or where the mother might have been a rape/incest victim.  The VM is put in place so that the birth parent(s) can choose to object to the disclosure of his/her/their identifying information to the adopted person.  On request, the AU/SWD or ABs/HKSAR will render root tracing service to facilitate contact among the adopted persons, the adoptive parents and the birth parents.  To enable the adopted person to resolve his/her possible emotional difficulty arising from his/her identity and to have better understanding of his/her background and the reason behind his/her adoption, the adopted person who either seeks access to his/her birth records or contact with his/her birth parent(s) should also be offered appropriate counselling before the release of information to him/her.  Where the adopted person is under 18 , his/her adoptive parent(s) will also be involved in the counselling process before the release of information to the adopted person. Counselling will be rendered by the AU/SWD or the AB/HKSAR to the adopted person in handling the issue of not being able to obtain the required identifying information.  On the other hand, advice will also be given to the adopted person on the other means on root tracing, e.g. application for a Court Order under Section 18(4) of the Adoption Ordinance to search information contained in the Adopted Children Register.
If HK as a receiving state, the adoptee will be assisted by AB in HK to collect his/her background information from his/her country of origin.




8.
Costs of intercountry adoption 
	a)
Are adoption costs or fees controlled by law and / or regulated by a public authority in your State? If yes, please provide a link to this information.

	
s.22(1)(b) of Cap. 290 Prohibition of certain payments, payment to an accredited body for its cost and expenses reasonably incurred in connection with the adoption or proposed adoption of an infant, in an amount that is calculated in accordance with a schedule of fees approved by the Director from time to time in relation to the accredited body.

    


	b)
What is the normal range of costs for an adoption (i.e., the minimum to the maximum cost)?

	
Up till now, there is only one AB handling those families in HKSAR to adopt children from overseas.  

Application Fee: HK$2,000;
Home Study and Program Fee: HK$18,000 for non-relative adoption; HK$12,000 for relative adoption; and

Post-placement Fee: HK$6,000 for service of one year or below (e.g. for Thailand and the Philippines); HK$10,000 for service of more than a year (e.g. India).  It covers post-placement visits and reports to be sent to the child’s country of origin.
    If the convention order is granted in HKSAR while DSW acts as the child's guardian ad litem (GAL), a fee of $2,840 in payment of the proper costs of the Director is required and AU/SWD will be responsible for preparing GAL report to the Court for consideration of granting adoption order. 



	c)
Is there a standard or fixed fee charged by the Central Authority or accredited body for the adoption procedure? How much is this fee?

	
If the convention order is granted in HKSAR while DSW acts as the child's GAL, a fee of $2,840 in payment of the proper costs of the Director is required and AU/SWD will be responsible for preparing GAL report to the Court for consideration of granting adoption order. 



	d)
What services or activities in your State are included in this cost?

	
According to r.8 of Cap. 290A, DSW acts as the child's GAL, a fee of $2,840 in payment of the proper costs of the Director is required.

 
For those cost charged by AB, under s.22(1)(b) of Cap. 290 Prohibition of certain payments, payment to an accredited body for its cost and expenses reasonably incurred in connection with the adoption or proposed adoption of an infant, in an amount that is calculated in accordance with a schedule of fees approved by the Director from time to time in relation to the accredited body.



	e)
Other costs: Please complete the Table of Costs at Annex 1.



9.
Improper financial gain (Arts 8 and 32)
	a)
Which authority is responsible for preventing improper financial gain?

	
CA.
 


	b)
What measures are taken to prevent improper financial gain?

	
On-going monitoring by Self-assessment report annually to be submitted by ABs to CA.  Renewal of accreditation at interval not more than four years.



	c)
Have there been any prosecutions for improper financial gain related to adoption? If so, were the prosecutions successful?

	
Nil.


10.
National legislation
	Identify the legislation in your State on international adoption and provide (if available) an electronic link to the text of the legislation.

	The Adoption Ordinance (Cap. 290), Laws of Hong Kong:

http://www.legislation.gov.hk/eng/home.htm 



11.
Other Hague Conventions
11.1
Legalisation / authentication
	a)
Which documents need to be legalised?

	
Adoption Certificate & Adoption Order.



	b)
Is your State a party to the Hague Convention of 5 October 1961 Abolishing the Requirement of Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents (Hague Apostille Convention)?

	
The Hague Apostille Convention is applicable in Hong Kong.


11.2
International foster care or kafala 
	If your State is involved in international foster care placements or placements by kafala, the Hague Convention of 19 October 1996 on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Co-operation in Respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children may be used. Is your State a party to this Convention?

	No.


12.
Other questions
	a)
National adoptions:

	· How many children are in institutions in your State?

	
About 3 898 but not all are abandoned children and has plan for adoption.



	· How many are adoptable?

	
89 children available for adoption as at 31 December 2009.
    


	· How many are adopted per year?

	
90 for local adoption in average and 20 for overseas adoption in the past three years.



	b)
Does your State permit the adoption of children from non-Hague Convention States?

	
Yes.



	c)
Statistics:

	· Does your State collect statistical data relating to adoption (national or international)?

	
Yes. 



	· Are your statistics on a publicly available website? If yes, please provide the link. If not, how can you provide access to your statistics?

	

http://www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_family/sub_listofserv/id_adoptionse/
As at end of December 2009, the key statistics on adoption service are as follow: 
Number of adoption applications being handled 39.



	· Please complete the “Annual adoption statistics for receiving States” form (Prel. Doc. No 5) for the last five years. In the future, States will be asked to complete this form on an annual basis.

	
See Attached Document 5.


13.
Useful electronic links
	Provide electronic links to important and useful information about adoption and intercountry adoption in your State.

	http://www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_family/sub_listofserv/id_adoptionse/


Annex 1
Receiving States’ costs in the field of intercountry adoption
Please provide details of following: 

1. Expenses incurred in the receiving State

These expenses consist of administrative costs such as membership fees, registration fees, administration and co-ordination fees, legal costs, psychosocial evaluation costs (the home study report), the costs of the various immigration procedures and certificates.

They may include:

(a) charges intended for the accredited body, such as:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 fees for membership of the body;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 fees for opening of the adoption case file;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 programme-development charges;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 administration and co-ordination costs;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 communication costs;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cost of translation of PAPs’ case file.

(b) charges intended for third parties, such as:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cost of certification of the case file and legal fees;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cost of preparation for the psychosocial evaluation;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 notary’s fees;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cost of legalisation of documents;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 immigration costs;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 costs of obtaining certificates (medical, birth, marriage, criminal record);

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 costs of obtaining passports;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 costs for the psychosocial evaluation.

2. Expenses incurred in the State of origin

This category includes all the expenses incurred in the State of origin except the PAPs’ accommodation and transport costs. Please indicate which costs are paid in your State: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 administration and co-ordination costs;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 legal costs (notary, lawyer, court and motion costs);

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 doctor’s fees for the child’s medical record;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 translation costs;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 costs of the child’s maintenance;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 costs for updating of records.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other costs:

	
Please specify.


3. Travel costs

These expenses are connected with the PAPs’ travel in the State of origin. 

These costs include:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 return air fare;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 accommodation costs: hotel and meals;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 single fare for the child;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 guide’s and interpreter’s costs, if appropriate;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
travel costs within the State.

4. Contributions to humanitarian aid projects or donations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contribution may be made for humanitarian-aid projects and / or donations to orphanages or other public or private institutions connected with child protection. They may also be imposed by the accredited bodies themselves.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mandatory contribution to government / Central Authority

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mandatory contribution to child welfare home / public or private institution

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other contribution:

	
Please specify.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Donation

5. Post-adoption expenses

This category concerns all expenses required to finalise an adoption case and those incurred once the adoption has been completed. The costs to be borne include:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 for non-convention adoptions, a motion for recognition of judgments or rulings;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 stamps for the motion for non-convention adoptions;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 translation of the judgment or ruling by the State of origin;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 reports on the child’s development;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 translation of development reports;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 certification of reports and transmission to the State of origin
  














RECEIVING STATE





COUNTRY PROFILE 


FOR INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION

















� 	“Accreditation” is the procedure to license adoption agencies according to the standards in the Convention so they may assist in arranging Convention adoptions. Adoption agencies with accreditation are “accredited bodies”.


�	“Authorisation” is the procedure required by the Convention when an accredited body (usually in a receiving State) wishes to work in or with another country (the State of origin). Both States must give their authorisation.


�	The depositary of the Convention is the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (Art. 43(2)).


�	The Table of Costs is taken from the Guide to Good Practice No 2: Accreditation and Accredited Bodies, Chapter 8.


� 	No additional procedure for recognition of an adoption decision is required for Hague Convention adoptions. Recognition is automatic, as provided in Art. 23.
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