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Canada’s response to the Hague Questionnaire of September 2008 relating to 
the Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on International Access to Justice  
(Access to Justice Convention) 

Identification 

Name of State: CANADA 

For follow-up purposes 
Name of contact person: Mounia Allouch 
Name of Authority / Office: Department of Justice of Canada 
Telephone number: (613) 946-7472  
E-mail address: mallouch@justice.gc.ca   

Uploading of the responses onto the HCCH website 

The uploading of the responses to previous questionnaires regarding the International 
Judicial and Administrative Co-operation Conventions (Apostille, Service and Evidence 
Conventions) onto the HCCH website has proven to be extremely useful. These responses 
are often consulted and referred to in the numerous items of correspondence that the 
Permanent Bureau receives. As a result, we also envisage uploading the answers to this 
Questionnaire. Does your State agree to making its response available, or available in 
part, on the HCCH website? 

[ X ] YES, the full response to the Questionnaire (and any attachments) may be 
uploaded onto the HCCH website 

[  ] YES, but the following answers or details may not be uploaded onto the HCCH 
website (please indicate in particular whether or not you agree to have the contact 
details provided under the heading “Identification” (see above) and the answers to 
Questions Error! Reference s ource not foun d. and Error! Reference s ource 
not found. uploaded onto the HCCH website): 

 

[  ] NO – no detail of our response may be uploaded onto the HCCH websit
 
  

                       CANADA 
PART ONE – GENERAL INFORMATION  

Canada is not a party to the Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on 
International Access to Justice. 
 
Information relating to civil legal aid matters in Canada 
 
In Canada, the responsibility for criminal law is divided between the federal government 
under its constitutional authority in matters of criminal law making, and the provincial 
governments under their constitutional authority for the administration of justice. 
 
Civil legal aid falls under provincial jurisdiction, as part of the constitutional responsibility 
of the provinces and territories for the administration of justice. Each province and 
territory has established its own legal aid plan with its own rules for eligibility as well as 
its own list of services provided.   
 
The Government of Canada however, is committed to ensuring that economically 
disadvantaged Canadians have equitable access to legal aid. The Canada Social Transfer 
(CST) is the main Government of Canada transfer program providing financial support to 
provinces and territories for post-secondary education, child care spaces and social 
programs.  Amongst the services funded is civil legal aid. 


