
HAGUE APOSTILLE CONVENTION 
 

REPLY TO 7 QUESTIONS RAISED 
 
1. The answer is no. We do not issue Apostilles for diplomas or other education 

document in Fiji. There is neither any criteria under the law to determine 
whether or not a diploma is a public document falling within the scope of the 
Apostille Convention. All documents are either sworn before a Commissioner 
for Oath or a Justice of the Peace for attestation and a Notary Public has to 
authenticate the documents which are to be issued out of jurisdiction.  

 
2. The answer is again, no. We have not adopted any special rules, procedures 

or policies for issuing Apostilles. However, the general inclination is that any 
diploma, public or otherwise, has to be sworn before a by a Notary Public, a 
Commissioner for Oath and/or a Justice of the Peace. They are the 
competent authorities to certify diplomas and other documents. 

 
3. Fiji does not have the practical experience of the operation of this body but it 

is evident that the reason for the designation of a competent body to issue 
Apostilles is to avoid any difficulty which may arise in the operation of the 
Convention between member countries, and to assist the depositary at the 
time of the deposit of the instrument of ratification or accession and also for 
the obvious reason that the general public needs to know such designated 
body. Due to the rapid technological developments, it is only convenient that 
Fiji must designate a competent authority for the issuing of Apostilles in 
diploma and other documents, and also to establish the rules and regulations 
within the scope of the Apostille Convention. 

 
4. Having no rules in place, it is submitted that Fiji would concur with the 

Conclusion and Recommendation No. 11 of 2003 SC meeting, as regards to 
the letters of Article 1 of the Convention. 

 
5. Not Applicable to Fiji and this is an area which requires specific rules and 

guidelines to facilitate the smooth operation of the Convention. 
 
6. It is good governance to always keep the general public updated about the 

developments taking place around them and therefore they should be made 
aware of the significance and the role of the Apostille and the Convention 
itself. 

 
7. It would be great to have some kind of data update of the Hague Apostille 

Convention, which you have collected, in terms of the developments taking 
place in the other member States who are implementing the same. As the 
world is getting wicked day by day, there is a great need to put rules and 
regulations in place to avoid being deceived through falsified documents.  

 


