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Glossary 
 
 
Awb   General Administrative Law Act; 
 
Mediation  All and any activities on the part of a licence holder aimed at  

realising or supporting the placement of a foreign child with  
prospective adoptive parents with a view to adoption; 

 
Bobka   Placement of Foreign Children for Adoption Decree; 
 
Youth Care   The Inspectorate monitors the quality of the youth care and youth 
Inspectorate  protection. Effective from 1 January 2004 the Youth Care  

Inspectorate is the new name for the Youth Care and Youth 
Protection Inspectorate (as referred to in Article 54 of the Youth 
Services Act); 

 
Regulation   Ministerial regulation of 17 August 1998 in respect of the  
pursuant to 16.2 realisation of Article 16, second paragraph, of the Wobka 

(Government Gazette 171); 
 
Regulation   Ministerial regulation of 17 August 1998 in respect of the  
pursuant to 20.5 realisation of Article 20, fifth paragraph, of the Wobka 

Government Gazette 171); 
 
SAV   Stichting Adoptievoorzieningen (Adoption Facilities Foundation),  
   which, among other means, uses training courses to provide 

general information for prospective adoptive parents about the 
placement and adoption of a foreign child. In Article 4 of the 
Bobka the SAV is (still) referred to as Bureau VIA (Agency for the 
provision of information about inter-country adoption); 

 
The Implementation Act of 14 May 1998 relating to the implementation of the 
Act    Convention in respect of the Protection of Children and the  

Collaboration in the Area of Inter-country Adoption and, in the 
context of this Convention, in respect of the amendment of the 
Placement of Foreign Children for Adoption Act (Bulletin of Acts  
and Decrees 302); 

 
The Convention Convention in respect of the Protection of Children and the 

Collaboration in the Area of Inter-country Adoption, The Hague, 
29 May 1993 (Treaty Series 1996, 94); 



 
Licence holder  A legal entity that is the holder of a licence for mediation in respect 

of the placement of a foreign child in a Dutch family (a licence 
as referred to in Article 15 of the Wobka); 

 
Wobka   Placement of Foreign Children for Adoption Act 
 



 
Introduction 
 
The placement of a foreign child with a Dutch family with a view to the eventual adoption 
of the child is a very drastic event. Partly for this reason the Dutch Government, which is 
involved in this placement, feels it has a considerable responsibility. This responsibility is 
expressed in the fact that inter-country adoption is surrounded by the necessary 
legislation and regulations, which must ensure that a number of starting points and 
guarantees are complied with. For instance, there are regulations for organisations that 
mediate in the placement of a specific foreign child with a specific Dutch family. These 
mediation agencies are unable to operate unless they have been granted a licence by 
the Minister of Justice. 
 
The way in which an application for a licence must be submitted, the requirements that 
must be met, the processing of the application and the decision in respect of the 
application are all points that are further defined in this Protocol. It describes how the 
Bureau Centrale Autoriteit, the service agency of the Ministry of Justice that is 
responsible for the implementation of the relevant legislation and regulations, must 
operate. At the same time, the Protocol provides security for the applicants and provides 
them with a kind of checklist of the requirements they must meet, and an overview of the 
information and documentation they must submit to prove that they meet these 
requirements. 
 
The Protocol, which is intended to provide clarity about the methods and policy of the 
Bureau Centrale Autoriteit by bringing together, in one document, the regulations that 
are distributed among a number of different instruments, is expected to make a 
contribution to a more efficient and expeditious decision-making process in respect of 
the granting of licences. 
 
1 June 2004 
 
The Minister of Justice 
on his behalf 
 
N.P. Levenkamp 
Director for Youth and Criminality Prevention 
 
 



 
Chapter I General 
 

1. Persons or institutions that ask the Bureau Centrale Autoriteit for information 
regarding the possibilities of mediating in the placement of a foreign child with a 
Dutch family with a view to the adoption of the child in question will receive a 
documentation pack containing, among other information: 

- the Operational Protocol of the Bureau Centrale Autoriteit, to be used for 
the extension of a licence, 

- the text of the relevant national and international laws and regulations, 
- the brochure entitled ‘U wilt een kind uit het buitenland adopteren’ 

(Adopting a child from another country) 
- other relevant information available from the Ministry of Justice. 
 

2. When an application for a licence is received it is registered under an OBP 
number. 

 
3. Any party applying for a licence, requesting extension of the period of validity of a 

licence or requesting the lifting of (a) condition(s) attached to the licence will 
receive confirmation of receipt of the application forthwith. If it is immediately 
apparent that it will not be possible to make a decision in respect of the request 
or the application within the eight-week period stipulated in the General 
Administrative Law Act, the applicant or requesting party is notified accordingly. 
The applicant or requesting party will be given a reasonable term in which a 
decision may be expected (Article 4:14). 

 
If it concerns an application for a licence, the confirmation of receipt will inform 
the applicant that, to actively operate in the chosen country of origin, the 
applicant will generally (also) need the permission of the authorities in this 
country, or must at least be introduced to them as a Dutch licence holder, or, if it 
is a country that is a party to the Convention, the applicant will require 
authorisation (Article 4 of the Implementation Act; Article 12 of the Convention). 
The applicant is invited to contact the Bureau Centrale Autoriteit regarding the 
aforementioned permission, introduction or authorisation at a later stage in the 
procedure. 
 

4. For further, more detailed information regarding the formal requirements for a 
licence application, request for an extension of the period of validity of a licence 
or request for the lifting of (a) condition(s) attached to the licence, regarding the 
documentation to be supplied with the application or regarding the processing of 
an application and the decision in respect of the application, the reader is 
referred to Chapters II - VIII. 

 



 
 
5. The response to an application or request constitutes a decision within the 

meaning of Article 1:3 of the General Administrative Law Act. The applicant or 
requesting party can lodge an objection against this decision. If the applicant or 
requesting party is still not satisfied with the decision regarding the objection, the 
applicant or requesting party can appeal to the Administrative Court. For further 
information about submitting an objection please refer to Chapter IX. 

 



 
 
Chapter II Applying for a licence 
 

1. An application for a licence allowing a legal entity to mediate in the placement of 
a foreign child with a Dutch family with a view to the adoption of that child must 
be submitted in writing and must be dated and signed (Article 15 of the Wobka; 
Articles 4:1 and 4:2 of the Awb). 

 
2. The application must clearly stipulate to what country or countries of origin it 

relates (Article 1, under e and f, of the Regulation pursuant to 16.2). 
 
3. The application must be accompanied by additional (written) information that 

proves that the prospective applicant meets the requirements with regard to 
personality, structure and organisation (see also Chapter III) and with regard to 
the nature and way in which such applicant will perform the intended activities 
(see also Chapter IV) and will continue to meet these requirements in the 
performance of such activities (Article I, opening words, of the Regulation 
pursuant to 16.2). 

 
4. The application must be sent to: 

The Minister of Justice, 
Attn. The Head of the Bureau Centrale Autoriteit, 
P.O. Box 20301, 
2500 EH THE HAGUE 

 
 
 



 
Chapter III  Information about the applicant/(prospective) licence holder 
   that must be provided upon application 
 
Chapter II, no. 3, stipulates that an application for a licence must be accompanied by 
additional (written) information. Insofar as this information concerns the personality, 
structure and organisation of the prospective licence holder (usually the applicant), it 
must contain the following details: 
 

1. A copy of the articles of association, showing that the applicant is a legal entity 
that has full legal authority and has its registered office in the Netherlands (Article 
16, first paragraph, of the Wobka; Article 1, under a, of the Regulation pursuant 
to 16.2). The applicant must notify the Minister of Justice forthwith if there are 
any changes to the articles of association (Article 13 of the Bobka) and submit a 
copy of the new articles. 

 
2. A precise description of the way in which the applicant ascertains that the 

placement of a foreign child in the Netherlands for the purpose of adoption can 
be deemed to be in that child's best interest (Article 1, under b, of the Regulation 
pursuant to 16.2). This description must be the elaboration of the requirement 
that stipulates that, in accordance with its articles of association, the applicant will 
only perform mediation activities if these can be deemed to be in the best interest 
of the children involved (Article 16, second paragraph, of the Wobka). Insofar as 
the details referred to in this paragraph relate to the nature and realisation of the 
applicant's activities, please refer to Chapter IV. 

 
3. A description showing that the applicant's activities are not aimed at making a 

profit. Apart from the articles of association (Article 16, third paragraph, of the 
Wobka), the applicant’s non-profit status can be demonstrated with other, 
additional information, such as the documentation referred to in this Chapter 
under no. 5. 

 
4. An overview of the composition of the applicant’s Board of Directors - which must 

consist of at least three members - and a description of the way in which this 
composition guarantees that the interests of the foreign children and the 
prospective adoptive parents are protected. To ensure this protection the Board 
of Directors must have sufficient joint expertise in the financial, legal and social 
aspects of the work (Article 16.4 of the Wobka; Articles 12 and 13 of the Bobka; 
Article 1, under c, of the Regulation pursuant to 16.2). The Minister of Justice 
must be notified of any changes to the Board of Directors (Article 16.4 of the 
Wobka; Articles 12 and 13 of the Bobka; Article 1, under c, of the Regulation 
pursuant to 16.2). 

 



To meet this requirement the applicant can, in addition to his articles of 
association, submit his management regulations, the regulations of the 
Supervisory Board, the standing rules or other, similar (internal) arrangements. 
 

5. A description showing that the applicant is sufficiently equipped to guarantee the 
careful and effective realisation of its activities. To this effect the applicant can 
submit an organisational or structural report or a similar document, which will 
demonstrate the way in which (with the aid of which persons - either employed or 
working as volunteers - and with what means and resources) the applicant will 
perform its activities. 

 
It can be demonstrated, for instance by means of orders/instructions, invoices 
and similar documentary evidence, that the applicant has the necessary facilities 
and modern communications equipment, that it has office space that is sufficient 
to guarantee the confidentiality of any meetings and that it has sufficiently secure 
archive space that is not accessible to third parties and that is protected against 
fire (Article 16, fifth paragraph, of the Wobka; Article 15 of the Bobka). 
 
An estimate of the operational costs, the office costs and/or a statement of costs 
and revenue can demonstrate how the activities are financed. The financial 
details must show that the applicant is able to guarantee the continuity of its 
operations. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter IV  Information about the nature and realisation of the applicant’s  
   activities that must be provided upon application 
 
Chapter II, no. 3, of this Protocol stipulates that the application must be accompanied by 
additional (written) information. Insofar as this information concerns the nature and 
realisation of the activities of the prospective licence holder, it must contain the following 
details: 

 
1.   A written explanation about the way in which and the form in which the applicant 

intends to realise its obligation to collaborate with the other licence holders, 
among other aspects in the area of the general information provision to 
prospective adoptive parents (Article 16, sixth paragraph, of the Wobka). The 
obligation to collaborate means that, in the interest of all persons and institutions 
involved in the mediation, the different licence holders are able to optimally 
perform their activities and that they are not impeded by improper competition. In 
this context they will also respect each other's foreign contacts, each other's 
‘channels’ (Article 20, fourth paragraph, of the Wobka). 

 
 In their institutionalised licence holders’ consultation the licence holders have 

further defined their duty to collaborate with regard to their foreign contacts in the 
‘Agreement relating to the contacts with Adoption Channels’ of 12 December 
1995. A new licence holder who joins the licence holders’ consultation and is 
subject to the same duty of collaboration as the other participants must be 
prepared to honour the agreements that have already been documented in 
respect of the collaboration, for instance those in the aforementioned Agreement. 
If a new licence holder cannot (fully) agree with these agreements, its 
representative will present its objections for discussion during the consultation 
and try to arrive at an amiable arrangement. 

 
 The collaboration in the area of the general information provision to prospective 

adoptive parents will mainly comprise those subjects that are not included in the 
information provided by the SAV, as described in Article 11 of the Bobka. This 
additional general information normally relates to the chosen country of origin’s 
policy regarding the placement of children, details about the legal format of the 
relinquishment declaration and the adoption procedure, information about the 
policy of the (Dutch) Minister of Justice (now that the licence holder mainly acts 
as the representative of the prospective adoptive parents). The effectiveness of 
the communication may result in the licence holders’ ability to face the ‘outside 
world’ jointly. 

 



 
2. A precise description of the way in which the applicant will ascertain, in the 

realisation of its activities, that the placement of a foreign child in the Netherlands 
can be deemed to be in that child's best interest (Article 1, under b, of the 
Regulation pursuant to 16.2 – see also Chapter III, no. 2). In this description the 
applicant must not only explain how, in general, the verification in respect of a 
certain country of origin will be realised, but also how this will be done separately 
for each specific case. 

 
 The interest of the child in general is deemed to be described in the starting 

points and guarantees for inter-country adoption as they are put into words in, 
among others, Articles 3 and 21 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and, 
for instance, in the opening words as well as Articles 4 and 29 of the Convention. 
In respect of the aforementioned starting points and guarantees the applicant 
must provide information about, among others, the following subjects: 

 
 a. The way in which the applicant will verify whether the biological parent(s) have 

relinquished the child. In this context there must be a clear description of the 
steps that will be taken to ascertain whether the parent(s), having been informed 
about the consequences of relinquishing their child, have made their decision 
without coercion, and only after the birth of the child, and whether they were 
given a period of one to three months to change their mind about relinquishing 
the child if they so wished. 

 
 If the case concerns an abandoned child it must not automatically be assumed 

that the child's parent(s) have relinquished him/her. The applicant will therefore 
describe how, in the case of abandoned children, a verification process will be 
carried out to ascertain whether a procedure was followed in which the parents, 
family members, inhabitants of the village or other local interested parties were 
given a certain period in which they had the opportunity to take on the care of the 
abandoned child if they so wished. Said procedure could, for instance, consist of 
a public announcement aimed at informing potential interested parties and giving 
them the opportunity to put themselves forward as potential carers. 

 
 b. The way in which the applicant will ascertain that the procedure used to make 

the child available for inter-country adoption is followed carefully, correctly and 
unconditionally. It is important, in this context, for the applicant to describe how it 
will be ascertained that the subsidiarity principle has been applied, and that the 
child was not made available for inter-country adoption until it was clear that 
there were no opportunities for the child's future in the country of origin, and that 
the chances of the child being placed in a family in the country of origin must be 
considered virtually non-existent. 

 



 c. The way in which the applicant will investigate whether the medical-social 
report about a child could reasonably have caused the country of origin to 
conclude that the child can be made available for inter-country adoption. In this 
context the applicant will provide information about the way in which an 
investigation will be carried out to ascertain whether the personal characteristics 
and qualities of the child make it likely that the child can be considered suitable – 
both physically and psychologically – for placement with a Dutch family, and to 
ascertain that the competent authorities in the country of origin have released the 
child for inter-country adoption. 

 
 In this context the applicant will pay special attention to the birth certificate. The 

applicant will indicate how the reliability of this certificate and the correctness of 
the information it contains will be checked, taking into account the following: the 
time at which the birth certificate was issued – in the period shortly after the birth 
or not until some time later –, the authorities with whom the birth was registered, 
and the persons who were involved in the issuance of the birth certificate, the 
person registering the birth, and the fact of whether any consideration was 
required to have the birth certificate issued – either monetary or non-monetary. 

 
 d. The way in which the applicant will ascertain that none of the persons or 

institutions involved in the adoption and placement procedure receive an 
inappropriate reimbursement, or only provide their cooperation in exchange for a 
certain remuneration. It is essential for the applicant to indicate how it aims to 
collect general and specific information about the monetary amounts that must 
be paid by the applicant or by the Dutch prospective adoptive parents, and about 
the use of such funds in the country of origin. 

 
 e. The way in which the applicant will ensure that the contact prohibition 

stipulated in Article 29 of the Convention is respected. Said contact prohibition 
means that there is no contact between the prospective adoptive parents and the 
(biological) parents or carers of the child until the general requirements regarding 
the relinquishment declaration, the subsidiarity principle and potential 
inappropriate reimbursement or remuneration, listed under a. to d. above, have 
been dealt with, and until the prospective adoptive parents have been found 
suitable to care for and bring up a child from another country and have received 
consent in principle. 

 
 f. The way in which the applicant will perform its specific mediation activities, in 

other words, ‘make the match’. In this context the applicant must indicate how, 
upon commencement of each concrete mediation instruction, the procedure will 
always start by ascertaining, for each child that is being considered for placement 
with a Dutch family, that the starting points and guarantees for adoption listed 
under a. to e. above have been observed for this particular child. 



 
 g. The way in which the applicant will attempt to find the right adoptive parent(s) 

for this particular child, using all the available information possible about the 
identity, the character, the nature, and the personal background, family situation 
and medical history, social environment and living conditions of both the 
prospective adoptive parents and the child that has been made available for 
adoption and placement. The applicant must therefore describe how these 
mediation activities are aimed at achieving a good and optimum ‘match’ between 
parents and child (Article 1, under d, of the Regulation pursuant to 16.2). 

 
3. A description of the procedure the prospective adoptive parents must follow that 

is aimed at the actual placement of the foreign child with their family after the 
‘match has been made’. For each country of origin the applicant must describe 
what the procedure is after acceptance of the placement proposal and how the 
applicant will support the prospective adoptive parents in this procedure. 

 
 In the aforementioned follow-up procedure in the countries of origin it may be 

prescribed by law that certain formal requirements must be met (such as 
legalisation of documentation); that certain legal procedures must be followed, 
such as the child being relinquished by the biological parents and adoption by the 
prospective adoptive parent(s) under local law; or that a certain ceremony must 
take place whereby the child is officially surrendered to the prospective adoptive 
parent(s). The applicant also has a task in the physical transfer of the child to the 
Netherlands (Article 1, under d, of the Regulation pursuant to 16.2; Article 17a, 
under e and f, of the Wobka). 

 
4. An overview, per country of origin in which the applicant wishes to operate, of the 

persons and authorities in those countries with whom the applicant associates in 
respect of the mediation. These contacts will, in any case, include the judicial and 
other competent authorities, children's homes, lawyers and other persons and/or 
institutions and organisations involved in the mediation. If certain persons and/or 
institutions work together, the applicant will state this fact (Article 1, under f, of 
the Regulation pursuant to 16.2). 

 
5. A description of the way in which the applicant will realise the follow-up support 

after the child has been placed in a family in the Netherlands (Article 1, under g, 
of the Regulation pursuant to 16.2; also Article 17a, under g, of the Wobka). 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Chapter V  Processing of the application 
 

1. If the applicant has not complied with Article 4:2 of the General Administrative 
Law Act or any other statutory regulation relevant to the processing of its 
application, or if the information and documentation provided are insufficient to 
assess the application, the Minister of Justice may decide not to process the 
application, provided the applicant has had sufficient opportunity to supplement 
the application within the set period (Article 4:5 of the General Administrative Law 
Act). 

 
2. Applications that comply with the formal requirements, or applications that have 

been sufficiently supplemented, will be processed by the Bureau Centrale 
Autoriteit, whereby the Bureau will assess whether the requirements for the 
granting of the requested licence, as stipulated by or pursuant to Article 16 of the 
Wobka, have been met. 

 
3. The Youth Care Inspectorate or another appropriate authority or external agency 

may also be asked to perform the assessment. The findings of this assessment 
will be documented in a report, with recommendations and conclusions, which 
will be accompanied by an advice about the decision to be taken by the Minister 
of Justice in respect of the application. 

 
4. The applicant will receive a copy of the assessment report referred to under 2 

and 3. 
 
5. The applicant will be given the opportunity to clarify his application and submit his  

comments about the assessment referred to under 2 and 3. For this purpose he 
will be invited for a meeting with the Head of the Bureau Centrale Autoriteit. If 
there are any points of dispute, efforts will be made to arrive at an agreeable 
arrangement that complies with the requirements imposed on the authorities 
granting the licence in national and international legislation and regulations (see 
Chapters III and IV). 

 
6. If advisable, the applicant will be given a (further) period of time to provide 

supplementary documentation or to comply with the necessary further formalities 
(for instance a necessary or advisable change to his articles of association). 

 
7. As soon as the assessment has been completed and/or there is no (further) 

reason to request (additional) supplementation of the documentation, the 
assessment will be completed and the decision in respect of the application will 
be prepared. 



 
 
Chapter VI  Decision in respect of the application 
 

1. The decision in respect of the application will be made in the shortest possible 
time. Considering the fact that the applicant may need to provide supplementary 
information, or that the results of an investigation into the situation in a certain 
country of origin (by Her Majesty's Embassy in that country) may need to be 
awaited, reason demands that these factors are taken into account in relation to 
the decision period. The applicant will be notified about the point in time at which 
he can expect a decision (Articles 4:13, 4:14, 4:15 of the Awb; see also Chapter 
I, no. 3). 

 
2. The application will be rejected if there are well-founded concerns that the 

applicant may not comply with the stipulations regarding licence holders 
stipulated in or pursuant to the Wobka or if it is expected that the applicant does 
not have sufficient future opportunities in relation to mediation in the placement of 
foreign children (Article 17 of the Wobka). 

 
3. With due observance of the stipulations in Article 16a of the Wobka the licence 

will be granted for an initial period of three years if the applicant has complied 
with all the requirements the Wobka imposes on licence holders, on the 
understanding that, except for special circumstances, this licence will always 
have the condition attached that it is restricted to two countries of origin. 
However, the licence can never include countries of origin in respect of which the 
applicant has not sufficiently met the requirements imposed by the Wobka and 
the Regulation pursuant to 16.2, insofar as these requirements stipulate that 
information must be provided for each country of origin.  

 
 The provisional restriction in respect of the licence holder’s operating area is the 

result of a consideration of interests: the interest of the child in question to the 
effect that the Dutch licence holder involved in the mediation has sufficient 
expertise and experience to ascertain whether the starting points and guarantees 
for inter-country adoption are being respected in the country of origin as well, and 
the interest of the licence holder in question, in respect of economically sound 
operations, financial independence from its foreign contacts and continuity of its 
operations. 

 
4. If and as long as there continues to be (any) doubt, for instance as a result of the 

report and advice pursuant to numbers 2 and 3 in Chapter V, that the applicant 
will be able to fully or properly comply with the stipulations in the Wobka (Articles 
17a - 23) in its activities, (a) further condition(s) may be attached to the licence in 
addition to the condition referred to under no. 3. 



 
 
5. The response to an application constitutes a decision within the meaning of 

Article 1:3 of the General Administrative Law Act, against which the applicant can 
lodge an objection. For further details please refer to Chapter IX. 

 
 



 
Chapter VII  Extension of the period of validity of the licence 
   Evaluation of the activities of the licence holder 
 

1. Applicants wishing to extend the period of validity of the granted licence can  
submit a request to that effect to the Minister of Justice. As far as possible 
Chapters I, II, III and IV apply mutatis mutandis to this request, on the 
understanding that, where it concerns point 3 of Chapter II, the applicant, which 
is now operating as a licence holder, must in any case also submit an (annual) 
report of all activities, a balance sheet and an overview of costs and revenue, 
with explanatory notes, in respect of the previous year (Article 1, under e, of the 
Regulation pursuant to 16.2). 

 
2.  The request must be submitted no later than 12 weeks prior to the expiry of the 

period of validity of the existing licence (Article 16a of the Wobka). However, for 
practical reasons associated with the work pressure experienced by the Bureau 
Centrale Autoriteit, it is highly advisable for the request to be made six months 
prior to the expiry of the period of validity. 

 
3.  In the processing of the request Chapter V applies mutatis mutandis. In the 

context of the extension of the period of validity of the licence, the assessment 
referred to under numbers 2 and 3 of Chapter V will focus mainly on the 
evaluation of the functioning of the applicant in the past period, whereby it will be 
assessed whether the applicant continues to meet the requirements for the 
granting of a licence (see Chapters III and IV). 

 
4.  The applicant will be given the opportunity to provide more detailed information 

regarding its application, and to submit its comments about the evaluation report. 
For this purpose a representative of the applicant will be invited for a meeting 
with the Head of the Bureau Centrale Autoriteit. If there are any points of dispute, 
efforts will be made to arrive at an agreeable arrangement that complies with the 
requirements imposed on the authorities granting the licence in national and 
international legislation and regulations (see Chapters III and IV). 

 
5. If advisable, the applicant will be given a (further) period of time to provide 

supplementary documentation or to comply with the necessary further formalities. 
 
6. In the decision about the extension of the period of validity of the licence and the 

associated investigation into the quality of the applicant's activities, it will also be 
considered whether or not the applicant has attained the ISO-9001 certification 
(or a similar quality certificate). It is deemed advisable for licence holders to 
monitor the quality of their work and to use quality guarantee systems for this 
purpose. The policy of the Bureau Centrale Autoriteit is aimed at encouraging 



licence holders to attain the ISO-9001 certification within three to five years after 
the licence was granted, and to continue to be re-certified. 

 
7. The response to an application constitutes a decision within the meaning of 

Article 1:3 of the General Administrative Law Act, against which the applicant can 
take recourse to a (legal) remedy. For further details please refer to Chapter IX. 

 



 
Chapter VIII  Lifting of the conditions attached to the licence 
 

1. License holders who wish (a) condition(s) that is attached to their license to be 
lifted can submit a request to this effect to the Minister of Justice. Chapters I and 
II apply mutatis mutandis to this request, on the understanding that, with regard 
to point 8 in Chapter II, the applicant will provide additional (written) information 
demonstrating that there is no longer reason to enforce the condition(s) the 
applicant is asking to have lifted. 

 
2.  A request for the lifting of the restriction in respect of the foreign operating area  

as referred to in Chapter VI, number 3, may be submitted at the same time as the  
request for extension of the initial period of validity of the license (Chapter VII, 
number 2) or, if this is earlier, from 12 weeks prior to the time at which the license 
holder expects the finalisation of the fifth request for mediation it has handled. 
The mediation may be deemed finalised if, after the thorough assessment of a 
placement proposal, this proposal is rejected because it is not considered to be 
in the best interest of the child in question. 

 
3.  Other requests for the lifting of (a) condition(s) attached to the license may be 

submitted from 12 weeks before the expiry of the minimum period for which the 
condition(s) apply. If there is no specific time the request will be combined with 
the request to extend the initial period of validity of the license. On subsequent 
occasions such a request will, as much as possible, be combined with a request 
for an extension of the period of validity (see Chapter VII). 

 
4. In the processing of the request Chapter V applies mutatis mutandis. In the 

context of the lifting of the period of one or more of the imposed conditions, the 
assessment referred to under numbers 2 and 3 of Chapter V will focus mainly on 
the evaluation of the functioning of the applicant in relation to these conditions, 
whereby it will mainly be assessed whether the reasons the condition(s) 
was/were imposed initially has/have now been eliminated. With regard to the 
condition referred to under No. 2 it will in any case be carefully assessed whether 
the license holder’s working method sufficiently operationalises the interest of the 
child (Chapter IV, numbers 2 and 3). 
 

 5. The applicant will be given the opportunity to provide more detailed information 
regarding its application and to submit its comments about the evaluation report. 
For this purpose a representative of the applicant will be invited for a meeting 
with the Head of the Bureau Centrale Autoriteit. If there are any points of dispute, 
efforts will be made to arrive at an agreeable arrangement that complies with the 
requirements imposed on the authorities granting the licence in national and 
international legislation and regulations (see Chapters III and IV). 



 
 
       6. If advisable, the applicant will be given a (further) period of time to provide  

supplementary documentation or to comply with the necessary further formalities. 
 
       7. The response to an application constitutes a decision within the meaning of  

Article 1:3 of the General Administrative Law Act, against which the applicant can 
lodge an objection. For further details please refer to Chapter IX. 

 



 
Chapter IX  Legal remedies   
 

1. The responses in respect of the application as referred to in Chapter VI and the 
requests as referred to in Chapters VII and VIII constitute decisions within the 
meaning of Article 1:3 of the General Administrative Law Act. The applicant (and 
anyone whose interests are directly affected by the decision) can object against 
the decision by lodging an objection to the Minister of Justice (for the address 
please refer to Chapter II, no. 4). See also Chapter 7 of the General 
Administrative Law Act. 

 
2.   In accordance with Article 3:45 of the General Administrative Law Act the 
      applicant will be sent a notification that an objection can be lodged, stating to 

which authority and within which period this must be done. 
 



 
Chapter X  Final stipulations 
 

1. As far as possible, the Protocol shall also apply to license holders who were 
granted a license prior to or around the time the Wobka came into effect on 15 
July 1989. Chapters VII and VIII apply to their requests for an extension of the 
period of validity of their license or for the lifting of any conditions attached to 
their license. 

 
2. In the event of changes to the relevant national and international legislation and  

regulations the Protocol will always be adjusted accordingly as soon as possible. 
 
3. This Protocol applies indefinitely, until further order, effective as of 1 June 2004. 
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