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UK (Northern Ireland)
	LAST UPDATED:
	     


The Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co‑operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption:
Date of ratification or accession:1994 
Objections to accession made by:     
Date of entry into force:2003
	Contact information of Central Authority:
	

	Name of office: 
	Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety

	Address:
	Child Care Policy Directorate

Room D1.4, Castle Buildings

Stormont

Belfast

BT4 3SQ




	Telephone:
	02890522942

	Fax:
	02890522500

	E-mail:
	adoption@dhsspsni.gov.uk

	Web site:
	www.dhsspsni.gov.uk

	Contact Person(s): 
	Stephen F Martin / Karen McKnight 


	If your State has appointed more than one Central Authority, please provide contact information for each of these Central Authorities: 

	Not applicable 


1.
Role of authorities and bodies in adoption
1.1 Central Authority
	Describe briefly the functions of the Central Authority(ies) (e.g., see Arts 6-9; and Arts 14-21 if accredited bodies are not used).

	The Department of Health, Social Services and Public safety (DHSSPS) is responsible for all policy and legislation regarding intercountry adoption within Northern Ireland.    The DHSSPS also processes all applications in respect of applicants who have been approved by adoption agencies and issues Certificates of Eligibility in respect of all Hague Convention adoption applications made by prospective adopters habitually resident in NI.  For all non-Hague Convention adoptions, the Department of Education in England issues the Certificate of Eligibility, although the application is still processed by DHSSPS.


1.2
Public authorities and competent authorities
	Describe briefly the role of any public authorities and competent authorities including courts (e.g., see Arts 4, 5, 9 and 22).

	Adoption agencies in Northern Ireland have the power to assess and make decisions on the suitability of prospective adopters to adopt a child from within the United Kingdom (UK) or from countries outside the British Islands.  There are two types of adoption agencies – Health and Social Care Trusts and registered adoption societies (commonly called Voluntary Adoption Agencies (VAAs)).  In practice only 1 VAA is approved to provide an intercountry adoption service.  

Adoption work – including the assessment of the prospective adopters’ suitability to adopt a child – is undertaken by qualified and registered social workers.  Regulations set out the conditions for operating as an adoption agency, including conduct as an adoption agency, fees which may be charged, and the adoption process itself.



1.3
Bodies / Persons involved in the adoption process
	a) Under Article 13 (national accredited bodies): 
i. If your State has accredited any adoption bodies, please indicate the number and describe their role.

	

Not applicable 

	ii. Are their details on the Hague Conference website and are they kept up to date?

	

Not applicable

	b) Under Article 22(2) (approved (non-accredited) persons): 
i. If your State has approved any non-accredited persons, please indicate the number and describe their role.

	

Not applicable

	ii. Are their details on the Hague Conference website and are they kept up to date?

	

Not applicable


1.4 
Accreditation and authorisation
	Did your State complete the Questionnaire of 2009 on accredited bodies? If so, the Permanent Bureau will provide the link to your response on its website. 

	No. However, the Department for Education, who are the lead Central Authority for the UK, has indicated that it does not want the information published on the website. The information in this questionnaire is NOT for publication. You will be aware that a new government was formed on 11 May.  All statutory guidance and legislation referred to in the questionnaire reflect the current legal position but it may not reflect current UK government policy.  . 


1.4.1 Accreditation (Arts 10-11)

	a)
What is the name of the authority / body responsible for accreditation of national adoption bodies?

	
Not applicable

	b)
Describe briefly the process of accreditation and the most important accreditation criteria. Provide a link to more detailed information.

	
Not applicable


1.4.2 Authorisation (Art. 12)

	a)
What is the name of the authority / body responsible for authorisation of accredited bodies in your State to act in other Contracting States?

	
Not applicable

	b)
Is authorisation given as part of the accreditation process or is it a separate procedure?

	
Not applicable

	c)
Is the authorisation granted to work in all States of origin, some States or only one State?

	
Not applicable

	d)
Does your State use any criteria to decide on a request for authorisation? Provide a link to more detailed information.

	
Not applicable


2.
Children proposed for adoption in the State of origin
	a)
In your State, are there any conditions (by law or procedure) that affect the adoptability of a child from another State? Please specify

	
The United Kingdom's relevent Secretary of State may by order impose special restrictions on bringing a child from a country into the UK for the purpose of adoption. This applies where the Secretary of State has reason to believe that practices taking place in a country in connection with the adoption of children, it would be contrary to public policy to further the bringing in of children from the country to the UK for the purposes of adoption. 

	b)
Describe what is meant by “children with special needs” in your State.

	
See below on special needs assessment 


3.
Prospective Adoptive Parents (PAPs)
3.1
Eligibility and suitability criteria for PAPs (Art. 5 a))
3.1.1 Criteria of eligibility 

a)
Profile of PAPs 
	Married couple
	Yes
	If yes, are any conditions imposed (e.g., length of marriage

	Unmarried couple or registered partnership
	No
	No but 1 partner in an unmarried partnership may apply to adopt

	Single person
	Woman
	Yes, see b below 
	If yes, are any conditions imposed?

	
	Man
	Yes, see b below 
	If yes, are any conditions imposed?

	Same sex couple
	No
	If yes, are any conditions imposed?


b)
Age requirements
	Minimum age
	Yes
	If yes, specify - 21 years

	Maximum age
	Yes / No
	No, but will be considered as a relevent factor by the Adoption Agency. 

	Difference (in years) required between the PAPs and the child:
	No
	If yes, specify


c)
Other criteria

	Couple with children (biological or adopted)
	Yes
	If yes, are any conditions imposed?  No

	Infertility certificate
	Yes / No

	Other
	No

	
	If yes, specify


3.1.2 Evaluation of PAPs
The evaluation of PAPs is one part of the report on PAPs: see section 5.1
	a)
Which body or expert performs the evaluation?

	
The local Health and Social Care Trust (H&SCT) or approved voluntary adoption agency

	b)
Describe briefly the evaluation procedure of PAPs.

	
The PAPs must undergo a Study Assessment completed by a social worker.  (The assessment process takes place over a number of interviews, normally over a period of several weeks.  Applicants must be seen separately and together and any other members of the household must also be interviewed.  Applicants must be prepared to provide evidence of their abilities and how their life experiences, present knowledge and skills that will help them to be successful adopters.) 
    2 personal referees are required to give written references. 

    Financial information eg, bank references, confirmation of housing rent/mortgage payments 
    Employer references 

    Medical checks completed  

    Criminal records checks are completed on all persons over the age of 10 years in the household.  

The agency's Adoption Panel makes a recommendation to the Agency as to whether the applicants are suitable adopters.  If the agency agrees it issues a formal letter of approval



3.2
Preparation and counselling of PAPs (Art. 5 b))
	a)
In your State, are courses given to prepare PAPs for international adoption?

	
 Yes


If yes, 

	i. Are they mandatory?

	
No 

	ii. At what stage(s) in the adoption process are they offered?

	
Before and during the adoption process

	iii. Who provides the courses?

	
Health and Social Care Trusts 

	iv. Are they provided to PAPs collectively and / or individually? 

	
Both

	v. For what period of time?

	
For periods equating to approximately 2 days

	vi. What is their content?

	
To inform and prepare PAPs to deal with issues that are usual when adopting children. For instance, learning about children’s early experiences and the effects these can have on their behaviour and their ability to make new attachments.

    Intercounty adoption process and procedure 

    Key parenting tasks 

    Attachment and institutionalisation 

    Helping children in the transitional phase 

    Loss in adoption 

    The birth parent perspective 

    Health and development of children adopted from overseas 

    Resilience 

    Managing children’s behaviour positively 

    Exploring adoption with children 

    Identity, race and culture 

    Managing racism 

    Personal perspectives of an intercountry adoptee 


	vii. Are there any specific courses for PAPs wishing to adopt a child with special needs? 

	
If prospective adopters have expressed an interest in a special needs child, the implications of this are fully explored in the homestudy.  PAPs would then, where possible, be linked into relevant courses for domestic adopters or foster carers who are caring for children with special needs.   


	b)
What advice or counselling is available to individual PAPs? Who provides it and at which stage(s) in the adoption process is it provided?

	
Local Health and Social Care Trusts and VAAs provide advice throughout the adoption process and counselling at the beginning of the adoption process.     


4.
Preparation of the adoption file of PAPs
4.1
Submission of adoption request of PAPs
	a)
To which authority / body are the adoption request and related documents submitted?

	
Local Health and Social Care Trust or the one VAA approved to process intercountry adoption applications

	b)
Is it mandatory to submit the adoption request through an accredited body?

	
Yes

	c)
Who assists the PAPs if there is no accredited body involved?

	
Not Applicable


4.2
Required documents in your State
a)
Please indicate whether the following documents are required:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 An application form for adoption completed by the PAPs
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A statement of “approval to adopt” issued by a competent authority
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Report on the PAPs including the “Home study” and other personal evaluations (Art. 15)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Copies of passports of PAPs or other personal identification documents
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Copies of birth certificates of PAPs and of other children residing with them
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A copy of the marriage certificate (if married couple), divorce certificate (if either or both of the PAPs is divorced) or death certificate of the spouse (if one of the PAPs is widowed)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Health certificates
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Evidence of the financial circumstances of the family
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employment certificate
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Proof of no criminal record
	Please specify any other documents that are required:

	Personal References


b)
If applicants apply through an accredited body, are the following documents required?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Power of attorney issued by the family to the accredited body (e.g., a contract signed by an accredited body and the PAPs

 FORMCHECKBOX 

A document issued by a competent authority of your State and certifying that the accredited body may engage in intercountry adoption
5.
The adoption procedure
5.1
Report on the PAPs (Arts 5 a) and 15)
	a) Who prepares the “home study” and other documents?

	
Health and Social Care Trusts or the voluntary agency approved for IC work 

	b) For how long is the report valid? Who is responsible for renewing the report if the period of validity expires before the adoption is completed?

	
2 years.  Health and Social Care Trusts review on a 6 monthly basis

	c) Who sends the PAPs request to the State of origin?

	
NI Central Authority - Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPS)


5.2
Matching and transmission of the report on the child (Art. 16(2))

	Who receives the report on the child referral and when are the PAPs informed?

	DHSSPS.  DHSSPS then sends the child referral to the Local Health and Social Care Trust who forward it to the PAPs


5.3
Acceptance of the match (Art. 17 a) and b))

	a)
How much time is allowed for the PAPs to decide to accept the match?

	
Whilst there is no specific timescale, a decision is normally made within 2 weeks.  However, the PAPs should be given enough time as is reasonable before making such a decision.

	b)
Is the match accepted if the profile of the child does not correspond to the one approved for those PAPs in the “home study”?

	
The PAPs would need to discuss with their Local Health and Social Care Trust to ensure their suitability to the child referred.  PAPs cannot accept the match of a child where the child's details do not correspond with the PAPs' range of approval. 

	c)
What are the conditions, if any, for approval by the Central Authority or other body of the proposed match?

	
Information on the child's health must first be seen and commented upon by a consultant pediatrician. The relevant adoption agency must notify the Department of Health, social Services (DHSSPS) - Central Authority for Northern Ireland - that various conditions have been met, including that the child is within the PAPs' range of approval and that it is content for the adoption to proceed. The DHSSPS will then inform the Central Authority in the child's State of Origin under Article 17(c) that the adoption may proceed.


5.4
Agreement under Article 17 c) 
	Which is the competent authority / body that must give agreement that the adoption may proceed?

	DHSSPS


5.5
Travel of the PAPs to the State of origin
	a) Does your State impose any travel requirements or restrictions on PAPs in addition to those imposed by the State of origin? Please specify.

	
In adoptions from Hague Convention countries both PAPs (in a couple) must travel to meet the child.  In Northern Ireland this is not yet a legal requirement in non-Convention adoptions, but the expectation that this will happen is set out in DHSSPS guidance.

	b) In what circumstances is an escort permitted to get the child from the State of origin?

	
In adoptions from Hague Convention countries the PAPs must accompany the child upon entering the UK. In the case of a couple both must accompany the child unless it has been agreed by the adoption agency and the central authority in the state of origin that it is only necessary for one of them to do so. Failure to accompany a child in Convention cases is an offence.  There are at present no equivalent legal requirements regarding accompanying the child in non convention cases but the expectation that the child will be accompanied by the PAPs is contained in DHSSPS guidance . 


5.6
Authorisation to enter and reside permanently (Arts 5 c) and 18)
	Specify the procedure to obtain authorisation for the child to enter and reside permanently in your State.

	The Certificate of Eligibility and Approval issued by the DHSSPS to the Central Authority in the child's State of Origin confirms that, following the agreement under Article 17(c) of the Convention that (i)  in the case, where the requirements specified in section 1(5A) ofthe British Nationality Act 1981 are met that the child will be authorised to enter and reside permanently in the United  Kingdom OR[(ii) in any other case, if entry clearance and leave to enter and remain, as may be necessary, is granted and not revoked or curtailed and a Convention adoption order or Convention adoption is made, the child will be authorised to enter and reside permanently in the United Kingdom.
The Certificate of Eligibility and Approval issued by the Dept of Education in non-Convention adoptions contains similar reassurance in relation to compliance with procedures in the child's country or origin. 
The PAP will apply for entry clearance for the child at the relevant British Diplomatic

Post (BDP) in the child's State of Origin. The BDP may contact DHSSPS for confirmation that procedures have been followed. 



5.7
Arrival of the child
	Once the child has arrived in your State, what is the procedure, if any, to notify the Central Authority or accredited body of the arrival?

	It depends on whether a Convention adoption is obtained in the state of origin. In this case, the child automatically becomes a British citizen if certain conditions are met. If the adopter wishes the adoption can be registered with the Register General. Where the child is to be adopted in the UK the PAPS must notify their local Health and Social Care Trust of their intention to adopt within 14 days of their arrival in the UK. 


5.8
Certificate under Article 23
	a) What is the competent authority for issuing the certificate under Article 23 in cases where the adoption order / decree is issued in your State?

	
DHSSPS

	b) Have the details of the competent authority been sent to the Convention’s depositary
 (as required by Art. 23(2)) or to the Permanent Bureau?

	
Yes

	c) Does your State use the “Recommended model form – Certificate of conformity of intercountry adoption” (see Guide to Good Practice No 1 - Annex 7, available on Hague Conference website)?

	
Yes, although there are a few minor changes.

	d) Describe the procedure for issuing the certificate. For example, is a copy given automatically to the PAPs? Is a copy sent to the Central Authority of the State of origin? How long does it take to issue the certificate?

	
Original is given to PAPs, DHSSPS issues a copy and sends copies to Central Authority of the State of Origin and Local Health and Social Care Trust.

	e) In cases where the certificate is issued in the State of origin, which authority or body in your State receives a copy of the certificate?

	
Original is given to PAPs, DHSSPS receive a copy and sends copy to Local Health and Social Care Trust.


6.
Adoption of a relative child (intra-family adoption)
	a) Explain what is meant by “relative child” in your State.

	
Mother, father, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt whether of the full blood or half blood or by affinity 

	b)
In what circumstances does your State allow the adoption of a child, who is habitually resident in another State, by relatives of that child who are habitually resident in your State?

	
Where the child's relatives are habitually resident in Northern Ireland and the child is habitually resident in a Convention country our legislation requires that full adoption assessment and approval procedures will apply and the application will be processed in accordance with the Convention.  There is an equivalent expectation in Departmental guidance where the child is habitually resident in a non-Convention country but this is not a legal requirement. Unlike non-relative PAPs, it is currently not an offence in Northern Ireland for a relative to bring a child into the UK without having complied with the regulations.       

	c)
Does your State apply Convention procedures to such adoptions? Are there measures to expedite such adoptions?

	We apply Convention procedures in Convnetion cases and where possible in non-Convention cases.  If it is possible to expedite such cases we endeavour to do so.   




7.
Post-adoption matters

7.1
Post-adoption reports
	a)
Who is responsible for making the reports?

	
Health and Social Care Trusts' social workers

	b)
Who is required to send them to the States of origin?

	
Usually they are sent by the Health and Social Care Trusts and a copy is sent to DHSSPS, but on occasions DHSSPS has sent a few.  

	c)
If the reports are forwarded by the accredited bodies or adoptive parents, is there any monitoring to ensure the reports are sent? Does the Central Authority have a role to play?

	
DHSSPS requests that a copy is sent to them.


7.2.
Post-adoption services (Art. 9 c))
	a)
Describe the post-adoption services, if any, that are provided in your State, and who provides them.

	
The local Health and Social Care Trusts complete and send the post placement reports for all countries. The frequency and format of these reports will be specific to the child’s country of origin.
    All reports must be completed by a social worker who is has at least three years post qualifying experience in child care social work (including direct experience of adoption work) or is supervised by social worker fitting the above qualifications.




	b)
What, if any, assistance is given to adopted persons to search for their origins?

	
All adoption agencies provide counselling and birth origins information to adults who were adopted as children.  They will, where possible, assist contacts with birth relatives and provide advice about other sources of help.  

    PAPs are also given training and guidance on the preservation of the child's links with his origins and how to deal with possible future questions which may arise and the importance in supplying answers to these questions.   PAPs are also encouraged to find out as much as possible about their adopted child's background and history at the time the child is adopted to help their child when he/she wants to talk about his/her origins.



7.3
Preservation and availability of information (Art. 30)
	a)
Which authority is responsible for preserving the information concerning the child’s origins (Art. 30(1))?

	
The local Health and Social Care Trust. 

	b)
What are the legal requirements for preservation of information (e.g., duration, location)?

	

     The agency must keep the child's case record and the prospective adopter's case record for a period of at least 75 years from the date of the granting of the adoption order. Information must at all times be kept in secure conditions and in particular all appropriate measures are taken to prevent the theft, unauthorised disclosure, loss or destruction of, or damage to, the case record or its contents. 


	c)
In your State, does the law permit the adopted person to have access to this information? If yes, is there any age or other restriction?

	
Yes, if the adopted person is 18 years or over

	d)
Are the biological parents or the adoptive parents permitted to have access to information about the adoption (see Art. 9 a) and c))?

	
yes within certain limits - some information is not discloseable

	e)
What, if any, assistance does the Central Authority or another body give to the adopted person or the biological or adoptive parents to obtain access to that information?

	
Adopted adults can ask an adoption agency for help to trace and facilitate contact with their birth relatives. Adults who were adopted after 18 December  1987 can apply to the Registrar General for a copy of their original birth certificate. However, those who were adopted before this date and who  request such a certificate are required to attend a counselling interview with a social worker in a Trust or voluntary adoption agency before they can be given access to their birth record. 
Counselling is available for biological parents and adoptive parents as well as information about support agencies but only certain information can be shared and this will be dependent on the nature of the information they wish to receive



8.
Costs of intercountry adoption 
	a)
Are adoption costs or fees controlled by law and / or regulated by a public authority in your State? If yes, please provide a link to this information.

	
Fees are a matter for the Health and Social Care Trusts.  Under our adoption leiglsation, the fee must be based on reasonable expenses incurred and the Trust or VAA cannot make a profit.

	b)
What is the normal range of costs for an adoption (i.e., the minimum to the maximum cost)?

	
Costs for safeguarding checks and the homestudy assessment and approval are determined by Trusts and are currently set at a regional rate of £4750. Prospective adopters however incur other costs, icluding those imposed in the child's country of origin, over which we have no control.   

	c)
Is there a standard or fixed fee charged by the Central Authority or accredited body for the adoption procedure? How much is this fee?

	
The Central Authority does not charge fees to prospective adopters. 

	d)
What services or activities in your State are included in this cost?

	
N/A

	e)
Other costs: Please complete the Table of Costs at Annex 1.



9.
Improper financial gain (Arts 8 and 32)
	a)
Which authority is responsible for preventing improper financial gain?

	
The DHSSPS, Trusts, voluntary adoption agencies and the police. 

	b)
What measures are taken to prevent improper financial gain?

	
 Legislation prohibits any payment (with the exception of reimbursment of expenses reasonalbe incurred) or reward in connection with the adoption of a child.  It is an offence to receive such payment or reward.

	c)
Have there been any prosecutions for improper financial gain related to adoption? If so, were the prosecutions successful?

	
Not aware of any prosecutions in Northern Ireland, however this is an issue of concern raised frequently by the Northern Ireland High Court when considering the payments which have been made by intercountry adopters to foreign agencies. 


10.
National legislation
	Identify the legislation in your State on international adoption and provide (if available) an electronic link to the text of the legislation.

	  Adoption (Intercountry Aspects) Act (NI) 2001; Adoption of Children from Overseas Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2002; Intercountry Adoption (Hague Convention) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003; Adoption Agencies Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1989; Registration of Foreign Adoptions Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003





11.
Other Hague Conventions
11.1
Legalisation / authentication
	a)
Which documents need to be legalised?

	
The Central Authority doesn't require documents to be legalised, the courts inmay 

	b)
Is your State a party to the Hague Convention of 5 October 1961 Abolishing the Requirement of Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents (Hague Apostille Convention)?

	
Yes


11.2
International foster care or kafala 
	If your State is involved in international foster care placements or placements by kafala, the Hague Convention of 19 October 1996 on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Co-operation in Respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children may be used. Is your State a party to this Convention?

	No. The UK has not ratified the Convention. 


12.
Other questions
	a)
National adoptions:

	· How many children are in institutions in your State?

	
Currently approximately 2500 children are in the care of Trusts in Northern Ireland but the majorty of these (approximately 75%+ are in foster care - only a small proportion of older children are in institutional care) 

	· How many are adoptable?

	
This will depend on the needs of children - annual precentages of children adopted from care over the last decade range from about 3% to 7% of the looked after population 

	· How many are adopted per year?

	
64 Children were adopted from care in year ending 31/03/2008. 

	b)
Does your State permit the adoption of children from non-Hague Convention States?

	
yes

	c)
Statistics:

	· Does your State collect statistical data relating to adoption (national or international)?

	
Yes - for domestic adoption; we have had no children placed for international adoption.  We collect data on the numbers of intercountry adoption applications per year.  

	· Are your statistics on a publicly available website? If yes, please provide the link. If not, how can you provide access to your statistics?

	
 Yes for domestic adoption only. Figures for children adopted from care in Northern Ireland by age at adoption for the last four years are detailed in the statistical bulletin, ‘Adoption of Looked After Children in Northern Ireland (2007/08)’.  This bulletin is available on the DHSSPS website at:

http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/stats-cib-3/statistics_and_research-cib-pub/children_statistics/statistics_and_research-cib_adoption.htmsee 12 above. 


	· Please complete the “Annual adoption statistics for receiving States” form (Prel. Doc. No 5) for the last five years. In the future, States will be asked to complete this form on an annual basis.

	
This has been completed. 


13.
Useful electronic links
	Provide electronic links to important and useful information about adoption and intercountry adoption in your State.

	www.dhsspsni.gov.uk 


Annex 1
Receiving States’ costs in the field of intercountry adoption
Please provide details of following: 

1. Expenses incurred in the receiving State

These expenses consist of administrative costs such as membership fees, registration fees, administration and co-ordination fees, legal costs, psychosocial evaluation costs (the home study report), the costs of the various immigration procedures and certificates.

They may include:

(a) charges intended for the accredited body, such as:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 fees for membership of the body;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 fees for opening of the adoption case file;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 programme-development charges;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 administration and co-ordination costs;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 communication costs;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cost of translation of PAPs’ case file.

(b) charges intended for third parties, such as:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cost of certification of the case file and legal fees;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cost of preparation for the psychosocial evaluation;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 notary’s fees;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cost of legalisation of documents;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 immigration costs;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 costs of obtaining certificates (medical, birth, marriage, criminal record);

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 costs of obtaining passports;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 costs for the psychosocial evaluation.

2. Expenses incurred in the State of origin

This category includes all the expenses incurred in the State of origin except the PAPs’ accommodation and transport costs. Please indicate which costs are paid in your State: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 administration and co-ordination costs;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 legal costs (notary, lawyer, court and motion costs);

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 doctor’s fees for the child’s medical record;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 translation costs;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 costs of the child’s maintenance;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 costs for updating of records.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other costs:

	
please specify.


3. Travel costs

These expenses are connected with the PAPs’ travel in the State of origin. 

These costs include:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 return air fare;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 accommodation costs: hotel and meals;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 single fare for the child;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 guide’s and interpreter’s costs, if appropriate;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
travel costs within the State.

4. Contributions to humanitarian aid projects or donations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contribution may be made for humanitarian-aid projects and / or donations to orphanages or other public or private institutions connected with child protection. They may also be imposed by the accredited bodies themselves.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mandatory contribution to government / Central Authority

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mandatory contribution to child welfare home / public or private institution

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other contribution:

	
please specify;


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Donation

5. Post-adoption expenses

This category concerns all expenses required to finalise an adoption case and those incurred once the adoption has been completed. The costs to be borne include:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 for non-convention adoptions, a motion for recognition of judgments or rulings;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 stamps for the motion for non-convention adoptions;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 translation of the judgment or ruling by the State of origin;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 reports on the child’s development;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 translation of development reports;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 certification of reports and transmission to the State of origin
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� 	“Accreditation” is the procedure to license adoption agencies according to the standards in the Convention so they may assist in arranging Convention adoptions. Adoption agencies with accreditation are “accredited bodies”.


�	“Authorisation” is the procedure required by the Convention when an accredited body (usually in a receiving State) wishes to work in or with another country (the State of origin). Both States must give their authorisation.


�	The depositary of the Convention is the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (Art. 43(2)).


�	The Table of Costs is taken from the Guide to Good Practice No 2: Accreditation and Accredited Bodies, Chapter 8.


� 	No additional procedure for recognition of an adoption decision is required for Hague Convention adoptions. Recognition is automatic, as provided in Art. 23.
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