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International round table “Intercountry Adoption in Ukraine: International Law 
Implementation Issues” acknowledges that during the last three years Ukraine has made 
significant steps to reform the national child care and protection system, relevant programs 
have been developed, their financial support has been improved and the systematic work on 
de-institutionalization of orphans and children deprived of parental care has started.  
 
Due to the measures taken, the practice of domestic adoption and use of other forms of in-
country family care for children who lost the possibility to be brought up by their biological 
parents and families of citizens of Ukraine have been stimulated, number of homeless 
children and time of staying “in the street” decreased. It is a positive practice that children 
are taken from the orphanages into the family bringing up forms.    
 
At the same time the issue of intercountry adoption still continues to be challenging for 
Ukraine. In despite of attempts to improve legal regulations in this regard, the problems 
created by the system during the past decades still remain, since these regulations were aimed 
at changing particular external procedures but not the system of intercountry adoption itself. 
Recommendation of the UN Committee given to Ukraine in 2002 on joining the 1993 Hague 
Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption 
still remains unaccomplished.   
 
It is worth considering that financial crisis which approached Ukraine increases the risk of 
negative exertions in society. It can influence wellbeing of children and endanger increase of 
abandonment and homelessness amongst them as well as have other negative exertions 
towards children. Thus, the experts consider it extremely important to ensure entirety, 
stability and stimulation of work of the bodies responsible for protection of children rights. 
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The International Round Table on the basis of discussions and consultations which took 
place during two working days considers appropriate to provide the following 
recommendations to Ukraine:   
 
1. Continue work aimed at enhancement of the national child care and protection system, 

develop programs and allocate relevant financial resources; prevent risks of 
destabilization of such system, staff reduction within the bodies and authorities dealing 
with the protection of children rights; 

2. Stimulate efforts to join the 1993 Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-
operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption as soon as possible; 

3. In order to overcome a facilitation system which is out of state control, amend 
legislation to enable non-governmental non-profit organizations approved by state to 
assist with intercountry adoptions; set up comprehensive and strict criteria for 
approving and accreditation of such organizations, in the number and of the nature 
required; take into account that accreditations for such organizations are to be reviewed 
every 1 or 2 years; determine the countries in which Ukraine is prepared to see its 
children adopted;   

4. Prohibit completely "independent adoptions": all intercountry adoptions must pass by 
organizations accredited by state; 

5. Require by law that all accredited organizations make publicly available detailed 
breakdowns of all fees and other expenditures charged or foreseen during the process of 
adoption by the foreign citizens in Ukraine; 

6. Require by law that all accredited agencies provide full and accurate information up-
front to prospective adoptive parents and to the public in general (e.g. via website) on 
all realities and requirements of adoption in Ukraine (characteristics of children needing 
intercountry adoption, prospective adoptive parents profiles, procedures, etc.); 

7. Consider that the basic child’s placement criteria is his/her right for family upbringing 
guaranteed by the Constitution of Ukraine, UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
other national or international legislative acts, and not the intention of the adults to 
“find or choose” a child corresponding their criteria; eliminate completely any elements 
of selection of a child by the prospective adoptive parents, ensuring the principle of 
matching family for child, not the child for the family.         

8. Use technical assistance of the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private 
International Law while implementing the provisions of 1993 Hague Convention  into 
Ukrainian legislation.  

9. Encourage the government to provide means and resources (including staff) to the State 
Department for Adoption and Protection of Children Rights of the Ministry of Ukraine 
for Family, Youth and Sports for the implementation of comprehensive and systematic 
policy and practice of protection of children rights and caring for ensuring child’s best 
interests.    


