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INTRODUCTION TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

In 2011 the topic of “the recognition of foreign civil protection orders made, for example, in 

the context of domestic violence cases” 1 was added as a new item to the work programme of 

the Hague Conference on Private International law (< www.hcch.net >). The Permanent 

Bureau of the Hague Conference has conducted preliminary background research on this 

topic2 with a view to begin an assessment as to whether a new international treaty (i.e., a 

new Hague Convention) or other instrument should be developed in order to ensure the 

recognition and enforcement of civil protection orders across international borders. Civil 

protection orders may include, for example, “no contact” and housing exclusion orders in 

cases of domestic violence, “stay-away” orders in cases of stalking, and other injunctions to 

protect victims or potential victims from crime or other harmful interpersonal behaviour.3    

 

The Permanent Bureau has circulated a Questionnaire to Members of the Organisation in 

order to obtain further information on legislation and to assess the need for and feasibility of 

an international instrument in this area. The input of non-governmental organisations which 

might have experience in this field would also be very beneficial. Your responses to this 

Questionnaire, sharing any information you may have based on expertise you or your 

organisation may have, would be a valuable contribution to the current assessment.    

 

The Permanent Bureau kindly requests that your answers be submitted (in either English or 

French) as soon as possible, but in any case by 1 February 2013, in order to allow the 

Permanent Bureau sufficient time to analyse information received for the attention of the 

governing Council of the Hague Conference that will meet in early April 2013. Responses 

should be sent by e-mail to < secretariat@hcch.net > with the following heading and 

indication in the subject field: “NGO Questionnaire concerning the recognition and 

enforcement of foreign civil protection orders — [name of non-governmental organisation].” 

 

Should you have any questions about this Questionnaire, please do not hesitate to contact 

Philippe Lortie, First Secretary, or Maja Groff, Senior Legal Officer, at < secretariat@hcch.net >.  

We are grateful for your time and assistance on this important project.  

 

Hague Conference on Private International Law 

6, Scheveningseweg 

2517 KT The Hague • The Netherlands 

tel.: +31 (70) 363 3303 • fax: +31 (70) 360 4867 

http://www.hcch.net 

 

Identification 

Name of your organisation: Women's Rights Center NGO 

Country / Countries where based: Republic of Armenia 

Website of organisation, if applicable: www.wrcorg.am  

 

For follow-up purposes: 

Name and title of contact person:Susanna Vardanyan 

Telephone number: + 374 10 51 87 51, +374 91 41 62 49 

E-mail address: wrcarm@arminco.am 

 

                                                 
1 Conclusion and Recommendation No 23 of the 5-7 April 2011 Meeting of the Council on General Affairs and Policy of 
the Conference (available on the Hague Conference website at < www.hcch.net > under “Work in Progress” then 
“General Affairs”).  
2 “Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Civil Protection Orders: A Preliminary Note,” Prel. Doc. No 7 of March 2012 
for the attention of the Council of April 2012 on General Affairs and Policy of the Conference (available on the Hague 
Conference website at < www.hcch.net > under “Work in Progress,” then “General Affairs”).  
3 Please see Prel. Doc. No 7, ibid., for examples of common protection order legal regimes and variations of these 
regimes in a variety of jurisdictions.  

http://www.hcch.net/
http://www.hcch.net/upload/wop/gap2013pd04a_en.doc
mailto:secretariat@hcch.net
http://www.hcch.net/


 

 

Part I. National protection order legislation  

 

1. Please briefly describe any civil protection order regime(s) in your jurisdiction, and 

describe, in your view / the view of your organisation, its / their main positive and 

negative features, as applicable. (Please attach another sheet, if necessary.) 

As we found out from the professionals there is no any specific civil protection order. 

See the extract from the Armenian civil code below, hope it will be helpful. Please find 

also the RA Civil Code and RA Civil Procedures Code attached. 

 

The protection of civil law rights are conducted by the way of: 

 

1) recognition of a right; 

2) reinstating the situation that existed before the violation of the right, 

3) stopping the activities that violated the right or created a threat of its violation; 

4) applying the consequences of the invalidity of a void transaction; 

5) recognizing an avoidable transaction as invalid and application of the consequences of 

its invalidity; 

6) declaration of an act of a state body or of a body of local self-government as invalid; 

7) non-application by the court of an act of a state body or of a body of local self-

government that contradicts a statute; 

8) self-protection of a right; 

 9) a judgment for specific performance of an obligation; 

10) compensation for losses; 

11) award of a penalty; 

12) termination or alteration of a legal relation; 

13) by other means provided by statute. 

 

In case of Declaration of the Invalidity of an Act of a State Body or of a Body of Local 

Self-government: 

 

1.An act of a state body or of a body of local self-government  not corresponding to a 

statute or other legal acts and violating civil law rights or other interests protected by 

statute of a citizen or legal person may be declared invalid by a court. 

In case of declaration by a court of an act as invalid, the violated right is subject to  

protection by means provided by Article 14 of the present Code. 

2.The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Armenia, in accordance with Article 100 of 

the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia, shall determine the correspondence of 

statutes, resolutions of the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia, edicts and 

orders of the President of the Republic of Armenia, and decrees of the Government of 

the Republic of Armenia to the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia. 

 

Self-Protection of Civil Law Rights is conducted in the following manner: 

 

A person has the right to self-protection of civil law rights by all means not forbidden by 

statute. 

The means of self-protection must be proportional to the violation and not go outside 

the bounds of the actions necessary for stopping the violation. 

 

Compensation for Losses is done as follows: 

  

1.A person whose right has been violated may demand full compensation for the losses 

caused to it unless statute or contract provides for compensation for losses in a lesser 

amount. 

2.Losses means the expenses that the person whose right was violated made or must 

make to reinstate the right that was violated, the loss of or injury to his property (actual 

damage), and also income not received that this person would have received under the 

usual conditions of civil commerce if his right had not been violated (forgone benefit). 

If the person who has violated a right has received income as thereby, the person whose 

right has been violated has the right to demand compensation along with other losses 

for forgone benefit in a measure not less than such income. 



 

 

 

Compensation for Losses Caused by State Bodies and Bodies of Local Self-Government:  

 

Losses caused to a citizen or legal person as the result of illegal actions (or non-actions) 

of state bodies, bodies of local self-government, or officials of these bodies, including the 

promulgation of an act of a state body or body of local self-government that does not 

correspond to statute or other legal act, are subject to compensation by the Republic of 

Armenia or the respective commune. 

 

Protection of Honor, Dignity, and Business Reputation:  

 

1. A citizen has the right to demand in court the retraction of communications impugning 

on his honor, dignity, or business reputation, unless the person who disseminated such 

communications proves that they correspond to reality. 

On demand of interested persons, the protection of honor and dignity of a citizen is 

allowed also after his death. 

2. If the communications impugning the honor, dignity, or business reputation of a 

citizen were distributed in media of mass information, they must be retracted in the 

same media of mass information. 

If  the aforementioned communications are contained in a document emanating from an 

organization, such a document is subject to replacement or recall. 

The procedure for retraction in other cases shall be established by the court. 

3. A citizen with respect to whom a medium of mass information has published 

communications infringing on his rights or interests protected by statute has the right to 

publication of his answer in the same medium of mass information. 

4. A citizen with respect to whom communications have been disseminated impugning 

his honor, dignity, or business reputation, has the right together with the retraction of 

such information also to demand compensation for losses caused by their dissemination. 

5. If it is impossible to identify the person who disseminated communications impugning 

the honor, dignity, or business reputation of a citizen, the person with respect to whom 

such communications was disseminated has the right to apply to court with a request for 

the recognition of the communications that were disseminated as not corresponding to 

reality. 

6. The rules of the present article on the protection of the business reputation of a 

citizen shall be applied correspondingly to the protection of the legal reputation of a 

legal person. 

 

The Ground for securing the action: 

 

1. The court, by motion of a person participating in the case, takes measures to secure 

the action, if the failure to take such measures can make the execution of the court 

act impossible or difficult. The securing of the action is allowed at any stage of the 

proceedings. 

2. The motion is discussed on the day of its receipt, and a decision is made. 

 

The Means of securing the action are as follows: 

 

1. to impose an arrest on the defendant’s property or financial assets in the amount of 

the complaint; 

2. to prohibit the committal of certain actions by the defendant; 

3. to prohibit the committal of certain actions by other persons in relation to the object 

of the dispute; 

4. to prevent the sale of property, in case of bringing a case concerning the lifting of 

the arrest on the property. 

 

 

2. Please briefly list any other protection order regimes (e.g., under criminal law, under 

police laws, etc.) in your jurisdiction which are important in your view / the view of your 

organisation. 



 

 

It has to be mentioned, that there is a special proceedings concerning citizen's complaint 

about the danger threatening one's life or health, which according to us is very 

important to have. The prosedure is as follows: 

 

1. Citizen’s complaint about the danger threatening one’s life or health must contain 

data about facts and circumstances which attest to the existence of such danger. 

2. Citizen’s complaint about the danger threatening one’s life or health is filed at the 

civil court at the place of residence of the applicant. 

 

Procedure of examination for the citizen’s complaint about the danger 

threatening one’s life or health. 

 

1. The court examines the citizen’s complaint about the danger threatening one’s life or 

health as established in the procedure of speedy trial. 

2. The court adopts an urgent ruling about the prevention of the danger threatening the 

citizen’s life or health and proposes to the applicant to file a complaint at the court 

within three days. 

3. The ruling of the court is executed without delay, as established in the procedure of 

the Law of the Republic of Armenia on Enforced Execution of Court Acts. 

 

The consequences of the failure to submit a complaint are as follows:  

 

In case of failure to submit a complaint within the special time limit, the court’s ruling 

about the prevention of the danger threatening one’s life or health becomes invalid. 

 

 

3. Have law reforms in this field been recently conducted or are they planned for the future 

in your jurisdiction? If so, please briefly describe.   

No law reforms in the criminal and police codes have been done. Some global reforms 

are designed to be implemented in the future, but the most part of the reforms are 

going to be done in the judicial legislation.  

 

4. In the experience of your organisation / in your professional experience, what are the 

main issues which arise in your jurisdiction with respect to the enforcement of civil 

protection orders? (e.g., what is being done well in your jurisdiction and what could be 

improved?) 

It should be mentioned, that the judicial system can be considered as an independent 

body, which can be considered as fully formulated. Unfortunately, there are still cases, 

when face some hampers dealing to the enforcement of civil protection orders. These 

are as follows:  

1. Procedural terms are not reasonable and well-advised,  

2. The Court's decision is not fully met.  

 

5. Please briefly list the main national or regional support facilities for victims of domestic 

violence (and / or any crimes or behaviours described in Question 9, below).  

I should be noted that there are no any support facilities for victims of domestic violence 

in Armenia, as we do not have any law on domestic violence, correspondingly, there is 

no any specification for who can be called as a victim of dometic violence. 

As for regional support facilities, it should be mentioned, that Georgia and Azerbaijan 

have already adopted the Lawn on Dometic Violence, but, unfortunately, we do not have 

any detailed information on the laws.    

 

Part II. Recognition and enforcement of foreign civil protection orders  

 

6. In the experience of your organisation / in your professional experience, have you 

encountered problems of persons who are protected by a civil protection order in one 

State having this foreign protection order recognised and / or enforced in another State?   

 YES 

 NO 



 

 

 Not in a position to know 

If YES, please describe:       

 

Part III. Views on a potential international convention in this area  

 

7. Are there other situations of which you are aware where a new international Convention, 

which may include an international co-operation system, may be helpful to victims or 

potential victims of behaviours commonly covered by civil protection orders (e.g., 

domestic violence, stalking, etc.), for instance, in order to share information among 

national authorities across international boundaries, to provide information to at-risk 

persons regarding international travel, to help ensure a civil protection order will be 

recognised and enforced abroad, etc.?  

 YES 

 NO 

 Not in a position to know 

Comments:       

 

8. If the Hague Conference were to develop a new international Convention in this area, in 

your view what would be the most desirable features of this new instrument? (Please 

check all which apply.) 

a.  Immediate, prima facie, enforceability of foreign civil protection orders by 

enforcement officials  

b.   An international civil protection order multilingual certificate which must be 

applied for in the State of origin in order to be internationally enforceable 

c.   Co-operative mechanisms including an international database registering 

enforceable civil protection orders 

d.   A Convention which covers civil protection orders issued by courts and by 

administrative and other authorities 

e.   A Convention that provides that enforcement officers have liability protection for 

good faith actions 

f.   A Convention which addresses a broad scope of types of civil protection orders 

(e.g., including those addressing the types of behaviours listed in Question 10, 

below) 

g.   Other features. Please specify:       

Further comments:       

 

 

9. If the Hague Conference were to develop a new international Convention in this area, in 

your view which behaviours / situations should be covered or targeted by such a 

Convention? (Please check all which apply.)  

a.   Domestic violence  

b.   Sexual assault  

c.   Dating violence  

d.  Stalking  

e.  Forced marriage  

f.  So-called “honour crimes”  

g.  Human trafficking  

h.  All of the above  

i.  Other behaviours / situations. Please specify:       

Please provide any comments on your above choices:       

 

10. Are you / is your organisation of the view that the Hague Conference should develop a 

new international Convention (or other mechanisms) for the recognition and 

enforcement of foreign civil protection orders (i.e., so that a person protected by a 

protection order in one State can quickly have that order recognised and enforced in a 

foreign State)?  

 YES 



 

 

 NO 

 Not in a position to know 

Comments:       

 

11. If desired, please give any comments the models described in Preliminary Document No 

7 (Section 4)4 or on any other existing model for a possible future Convention in this 

field (e.g., based on current national or regional instruments or otherwise): We have no 

comments concerning to the model described.  

 

12. Please attach any other information or resource documents to this Questionnaire which 

you consider may be useful for the current assessment.  

                                                 
4 See Permanent Bureau, Prel. Doc. No 7, supra, note 2. 

http://www.hcch.net/upload/wop/gap2012pd07e.pdf
http://www.hcch.net/upload/wop/gap2012pd07e.pdf

