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Annex 1 
 

Summary of Responses to Questions 1 & 2 
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Countries 
London 

Convention 
Montevideo 
Convention 

Minsk 
Convention 

Bilateral 
treaties 

(number) 

Argentina No Yes No Yes - 5** 
Australia No No No  Yes - 2 
Austria Yes No No Yes 
China – SAR Hong Kong N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Croatia No* No No (no response) 
Czech Republic Yes No No Yes - 29 
Denmark Yes No No No 
Egypt No No No Yes** 
Estonia Yes No No Yes - 5 
Finland Yes No No Yes - 4 
France Yes No No Yes - 24 
Germany Yes No No Yes - 1 
Hungary Yes No No Yes - 26 
Iceland Yes No  No (no response) 
Italy Yes No No No 
Japan No No No No 
Latvia Yes No No Yes - 9 
Lithuania Yes No  No Yes - 11 
Malaysia No No No No 
Netherlands Yes No No No 
New Zealand No No No No 
Poland Yes No No Yes - 30** 
Romania Yes No No Yes - 30 
Slovakia Yes No No Yes - 26 
Slovenia Yes No No  Yes - 13** 
Sweden Yes (no response) (no response) (no response) 
Switzerland Yes No No No 
Turkey Yes No  No No 
United Kingdom Yes No No No 
United States of America No No No No 
     
* intention to become Party in the near future  
** intention to conclude new bilateral treaties  
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Annex 2 
 

Summary of Responses to Questions 3 & 4 
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Countries 

 
Number of requests 

received (2006) 

 
Average time to 

respond 

 
Number of requests 

made (2006) 

 
Average time to 
receive response 

Argentina (no record)   (no response)   
Australia Bilateral treaties - 0   Bilateral treaties - 0   
Austria London Convention - 15 → 2 weeks London Convention - 20 → 8 weeks 
China – SAR Hong Kong N/A  N/A  
Croatia N/A   N/A   
Czech Republic (no record)  (no record)   
Denmark London Convention - 3 → 8 to 24 weeks London Convention - 2 → 8 to 12 weeks 
Egypt (no response)  (no response)  

Estonia Bilateral treaties - 15 → 4 weeks 
London Convention - 10 
Bilateral treaties - 15 

→ 2 to 8 weeks         
→ 8 weeks 

Finland 
London Convention - 0 
Bilateral treaties - 0   

London Convention - 0 
Bilateral treaties - 0   

France 
London Convention - 2 
Bilateral treaties - 2 

→ 16 weeks              
→ (no response) 

London Convention - 1 
Bilateral treaties - 1 

→ 24 weeks            
→ 4 weeks 

Germany 
London Convention - 31 
Bilateral treaties - 0 

→ 3 weeks 
 

London Convention - 15 
Bilateral treaties - 0 

→ 20 weeks 
 

Hungary 
London Convention - 3 
Bilateral treaties - 4 

→ 12 weeks             
→ 12 weeks 

London Convention - 25 
Bilateral treaties - 1 

→ 16 weeks             
→ 25 weeks 

Iceland N/A   N/A   
Italy London Convention - 25   London Convention - 38   
Japan N/A   N/A   
Latvia (no record)  (no record)  

Lithuania 
London Convention - 5 
Bilateral treaties - 5 

→ 4 weeks               
→ 4 weeks 

London Convention - 5 
Bilateral treaties - 5 

→ 9 weeks               
→ 12 weeks 

Malaysia N/A   N/A   
Netherlands London Convention - 0 → (no record) (no record)  
New Zealand N/A   N/A   

Poland 
London Convention - 5 
Bilateral treaties - 5 

→ 4 weeks               
→ 4 weeks London Convention - 7 → no record 

Romania 
London Convention - 1 
Bilateral treaties - 4 

→ 4 weeks               
→ 3 weeks London Convention - 3 → 12 weeks 

Slovakia 
London Convention - 15 
Bilateral treaties - 10 

→ 24 weeks               
→ 24 weeks 

London Convention - 15 
Bilateral treaties - 10 

→ 24 weeks              
→ 24 weeks 



 
8
 

 
Countries 

 
Number of requests 

received (2006) 

 
Average time to 

respond 

 
Number of requests 

made (2006) 

 
Average time to 
receive response 

Slovenia 
London Convention + 
bilateral treaties - 25 → 1 week 

London Convention + 
bilateral treaties - 42 → 14 week 

Sweden (no record)  no record   
Switzerland London Convention - 10 → 2 to 6 weeks (no response)   
Turkey (no record)  (no record)   
United Kingdom London Convention - 15 → 13 weeks N/A   
United States of America N/A  N/A  

 



 
 

Annex 3 
 

Summary of Responses to Questions 9 to 13 
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People in other States 

 
 

Countries 
  

 
Online access to  

legislation (official 
government site) 

  

 
Responses to written or oral 
requests for information on 

the content and / or 
application of the law 

  

Access At same cost 
as residents 

Increase in 
proportion 

in the future 
Argentina Yes** Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Australia Yes** Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Austria Yes* Yes Yes* Yes Yes 
China – SAR Hong Kong Yes No** No** N/A N/A 
Croatia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Czech Republic Yes Yes No (no response) (no response) 
Denmark Yes* Yes Yes Yes (no record) 
Egypt Yes** Yes** Yes Yes Yes 
Estonia Yes* Yes Yes* Yes Yes 
Finland Yes* Yes Yes* Yes No 
France Yes*/** Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Germany Yes * No** Yes Yes N/A 
Hungary Yes No** Yes* Yes No 
Iceland Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A 
Italy Yes Yes No N/A (no record) 
Japan Yes* Yes Yes* Yes Yes 
Latvia Yes**/* Yes** Yes* Yes Yes 
Lithuania Yes* Yes Yes* Yes Yes 
Malaysia No** No No N/A N/A 
Netherlands Yes No** Yes* Yes Yes 
New Zealand Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Poland Yes** Yes** Yes** Yes Yes 
Romania Yes Yes Yes* Yes No 
Slovakia Yes** Yes Yes Yes (no record) 
Slovenia Yes No** Yes Yes Yes 
Sweden Yes* Yes Yes* Yes No 
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People in other States 

 
 

Countries 
  

 
Online access to  

legislation (official 
government site) 

  

 
Responses to written or oral 
requests for information on 

the content and / or 
application of the law 

  

Access At same cost 
as residents 

Increase in 
proportion 

in the future 
Switzerland Yes Yes Yes* Yes (no response) 
Turkey Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
United Kingdom Yes Yes No N/A N/A 
United States of America Yes Yes ** Yes Yes Yes 
      
* Provided also in a non-official language    
** Non-governmental bodies or organisations may provide this information     

 



Annex 4 
 

Summary of Responses to Question 15 
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Most common areas of foreign law applied by or invoked before 
the judicial authorities 

*based on responses from 24 of the 30 responding Members (exlcuing the EC)

Other -  5%Choice of court agreements -
1% 

Bankruptcy - 2%

Inheritance - 9%

Property - 4%

Securities transactions - 2%

Sale of goods - 6%

Commercial contracts - 10%

Consumer protection - 2%

Other types of tort - 3%
Product liability - 

3% Traffic accidents - 5%

Maintenance (child and 
other forms of family 

support) - 8%

Protection of adults - 2%

International child protection 
(incl. abduction, adoption) - 

9%

Parent-child relationship - 
6%

Parental responsibility - 6%

Divorce and legal separation -
9%

Marriage & nullity of 
marriage - 8%



 
 

Annex 5 
 

Summary of Responses to Question 17 
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Methods used by the judicial authority to ascertain foreign law 
* based on responses from 27 of the 30 responding Members (excluing the EC)

by submitting, at the request of a 
party (no objections) or all parties, 
a request for information under a 
bilateral or multilateral treaty - 7%

other method - 9%

at the request of a party (no 
objections) or all parties, w ith 

assistance of an expert chosen 
by one or all parties - 5%

at the request of a party (no 
objections) or all parties, w ith the 
assistance of an expert chosen 

by the judicial authority - 7%

at the request of a party (no 
objections) or all parties, w ithout 

the assistance of an expert - 11%

by submitting, as a result of an 
(express) agreement of all parties, 

a request for information under 
bilateral or multilateral treaty - 4%

as the result of an (express) 
agreement of all parties, w ith the 
assistance of an expert chosen 

by all parties - 5%

as a result of an (express) 
agreement of all parties, w ith the 
assistance of an expert chosen 

by the judicial authority - 6%

as a result of an (express) 
agreement of all parties, w ithout 
the assistance of an expert - 7%

by submitting, ex officio , a 
request for information under 

bilateral or multilateral treaty - 12%

ex officio w ith the assistance of 
an expert - 12%

ex officio w ithout the assistance 
of an expert - 15%
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Annex 6 
 

Summary of Responses to Question 23 
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Assistance of an "expert"
* based on responses from 20 of the 30 responding Members (excluding the EC)

Other - 4%Member of a foreign judicial 
authority - 9%

Member of the local judicial 
authority - 9%

Foreign government - 12%

Local government  - 14%
Foreign specialised institute - 

12%

Local specialised institute - 
15%

Foreign private expert - 12%

Local private expert - 13%
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Annex 7 
 

Summary of Responses to Question 33 
 



 

Subjects for which online information on the content of law would be most valuable
*based on responses from 7 of the 31 responding Members (including the EC)

Legal order in general

Organisation of the administrative tribunals 
system

Procedural time limits

Applicable law

Service o f documents

Taking o f evidence and modes of proof

Interim measures and precautionary measures

Enforcement of judgements

Simplified and accelerated procedures

M arriage and nullity o f marriage

Divorce and legal seperations

Parent-child relationship

Protection of adults

M aintenance

Traffic accidents

Products liability

Other types o f tort

Consumer pro tection

Commercial contracts

Sale o f goods

Property

Secured interests

Bankruptcy

Other

Organisation of courts o f justice 

Legal pro fessions

Access to  justice including legal aid

Jurisdiction of the courts / administrative 
tribunals

Bringing a case to a court / an administrative 
tribunal

Alternative dispute resolutions

Parental responsibility

International child protection including child 
abduction and adoption

Securities transactions

Inheritance

Legislation and / o r certification of documents

Notarial acts or certificates

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Su
bj
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ts
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Number of times subject was chosen
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