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RECEIVING STATES 2003 – 2012 
STATES OF ORIGIN 2003 - 2012 

Peter Selman, Newcastle University, UK  
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These tables are based on data provided by 23 receiving states.  The statistics used for the United States are the Fiscal Year data 
on visas published by the US State Department and for 2010 include ‘ humanitarian’   visas issued after the Haiti earthquake. The 
tables are updated and extended versions of tables published in Selman P. (2009)   “The rise and fall of intercountry adoption in 
the 21st century” in J. Gibbons & K.  Rotabi K. (eds) Intercountry Adoption: Policies, practices, and outcomes (Ashgate 2012) 
and in Adoption Advocate 44 which is available at  https://www.adoptioncouncil.org/publications/adoption-advocate-no-
44.html.  The data for 2008-12 has been revised in the light of new data provided for Canada by the CIC.  All data are subject to 
further revision and correction.  Data for states of origin 2005-9 are based on 25-27 receiving states using statistics submitted to the 
2010 Hague Special Commission by Austria, Monaco, Portugal and Slovenia. 

Comments, corrections and suggestions by e-mail are welcome. 

Cite as Selman, P.  (2013)   Key Tables for Intercountry Adoption: Receiving States 2003-2012 ; 
States of Origin 2003-2012, available on request from the author at pfselman@yahoo.co.uk 

or on the Hague web-site at  http:www.hcch.net/upload/selmanstats33.pdf 
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Table 1: Intercountry Adoptions to 23 Receiving States 2003-2012 

 
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2003-2012 

USA 21,616 22,884 22,728 20,679 19,613 17,438 12,753 12,149 9,320 8,668 167,848 
Andorra 2 0 0 8 3 11 7 9 2 1 43 
Australia 278 370 434 421 405 270 269 222 215 149 3,033 
Belgium 430 470 471 383 358 364 439 388 351 260 3,914 
Canada 2,167 1,949 1,858 1,568 1,715 1,614 1,695 1,660 1,513 1,162 16,901 
Cyprus 3 3 3 0 19 16 12 4 0 1 61 

Denmark 523 528 586 450 426 395 496 419 338 219 4,377 
Finland 238 289 308 218 176 157 187 160 163 175 2,072 
France 3,995 4,079 4,136 3,977 3,162 3,271 3,017 3,504 1,995 1,569 32,705 

Germany 674 650 560 583 778 664 571 504 525 415 5,924 
Iceland 25 29 41 19 18 13 17 18 19 17 216 
Ireland 358 398 366 313 392 422 307 201 188 117 3,062 
Israel 258 226 191 176 218 150 120 114 115 88 1,656 
Italy 2,772 3,402 2,874 3,188 3,420 3,977 3,964 4,130 4,022 3,106 34,855 

Luxembourg 51 56 41 45 23 28 36 40 24 14 358 
Malta 23 46 39 60 64 53 34 42 50 57 468 

New Zealand 273 339 30 20 49 30 16 19 17 22 815 
Netherlands 1,154 1,307 1,185 816 782 767 682 705 528 488 8,414 

Norway 714 706 582 448 426 304 344 343 304 239 4,413 
Spain 3,951 5,541 5,423 4,472 3,648 3,156 3,006 2,891 2,573 1,669 36,330 

Sweden 1,046 1,109 1,083 879 800 793 912 729 630 466 8,447 
Switzerland 664 567 389 410 394 367 349 388 367 314 4,209 

UK 301 333 369 363 356 225 200 175 153 120 2,595 
TOTAL 41,516 45,281 43,697 39,496 37,245 34,485 29,433 28,814 23,412 19,336 342,715 

 
a)   Revised figures   b)      Totals for Germany and Switzerland are for non-relative (nicht verwandt/non-familale) adoptions only  
c)  Totals for New Zealand for 2003 and 2004 include relative adoptions from Samoa  which are no longer classed as intercountry 
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Table 2:  Top 15 States of Origin 2003-2012; by number of ICA to 23/27 Receiving States over period 

 2003-12 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
China 83,460 11,231 13,415 14,483 10,765 8,748 5,875 5,012 5,429 4,367 4,135 

Russia 53,637 7,737 9,384 7,492 6,770 4,881 4,132 4,003 3,360 3,292 2,586 

Ethiopia 28,471 858 1,524 1,789 2,186 3,036 3,888 4,553 4,385 3,452 2,800 

Guatemala 24,143 2,676 3,427 3,873 4,232 4,854 4,186 785 58 36 16 

Colombia 15,500 1,749 1,714 1,472 1,640 1,634 1,608 1,407 1,785 1,573 917 

South Korea 15,387 2,332 2,242 2,121 1,816 1,226 1,367 1,396 1,122 951 814 

Ukraine 14,673 2,051 2,019 1,989 1,047 1,614 1,569 1,505 1,096 1,065 715 

Viet Nam 11,092 931 486 1,198 1,368 1,698 1,721 1,504 1,266 706 214 

Haiti 10,561 1,049 1,159 956 1,103 786 1,332 1,195 2,564 a 161 256 

India 8,092 1,169 1,079 875 846 1,013 756 722 606 632 394 

Kazakhstan 6,176 863 877 843 717 780 728 640 508 217 3 

Philippines 4,918 416 408 508 483 568 590 555 497 489 407 

Brazil 4,457 471 472 479 524 485 490 469 380 349 338 

Thailand 3,903 489 511 467 419 442 382 335 306 270 282 

Poland 3,638 347 420 409 395 383 408 403 325 299 249 

23 states 342,715 41,516 45,281 43,697 39,496 37,245 34,485 29,433 28,814a 23,412 19,336 
(27 states)       43,767 39,566 37,292 34,541 29,503       

 
Source:   Statistics from 23-27 Receiving Countries  (For 2005-9,  includes Austria, Monaco, Portugal and Slovenia) 

a)  includes ISS estimate for Germany (62) and 1,090 humanitarian visas to US (also included in 2010 total) 
 



 4 

TOP TEN STATES OF ORIGIN:  2003-2012 
 
The countries sending most children for intercountry adoption have changed during the past eight years 
 

 
RANK  

 
2003 

 
2005 

 
2007 

 
2009 

 
2011 

 
2012 

 
2003-12 

 
1 

 
CHINA 

 
CHINA 

 
CHINA 

 
CHINA 

 
CHINA 

 
CHINA 

 
CHINA 

 
2 

 
RUSSIA 

 
RUSSIA 

 
RUSSIA 

 
ETHIOPIA 

 
ETHIOPIA 

 
ETHIOPIA 

 
RUSSIA 

 
3 

 
GUATEMALA 

 
GUATEMALA 

 
GUATEMALA 

 
RUSSIA 

 
RUSSIA 

 
RUSSIA 

 
ETHIOPIA 

 
4 

 
S KOREA 

 
S KOREA 

 
ETHIOPIA 

 
VIETNAM 

 
COLOMBIA 

 
COLOMBIA 

 
GUATEMALA 

 
5 

 
UKRAINE 

 
UKRAINE 

 
VIETNAM 

 
UKRAINE 

 
UKRAINE 

 
S KOREA 

 
COLOMBIA 

 
6 

 
COLOMBIA 

 
ETHIOPIA 

 
COLOMBIA 

 
COLOMBIA  

 
S KOREA 

 
UKRAINE 

 
S KOREA 

 
7 

 
INDIA 

 
COLOMBIA 

 
UKRAINE 

 
S KOREA 

 
VIETNAM 

 
CONGO  DRC 

 
UKRAINE 

 
8 

 
HAITI 

 
VIETNAM 

 
S KOREA 

 
HAITI  

 
INDIA 

 
PHILIPPINES 

 
VIETNAM  

 
9 

 
VIETNAM 

 
HAITI 

 
INDIA 

 
GUATEMALA 

 
PHILIPPINES 

 
INDIA 

 
HAITI 

 
10 

 
KAZAKHSTAN 

 
INDIA 

 
HAITI 

 
INDIA 

 
BRAZIL 

 
BULGARIA 

 
INDIA  

     

 
 

       


