
Simon Chester is a partner in the Litigation and Business Law Groups, of Heenan 
Blaikie LLP’s Toronto Office with special focus on conflicts of interest, professional 
responsibility, and legal opinions. He has been a pioneer for the last twenty five 
years in the application of advanced technologies to the practice of law.  
Educated at Oxford University, (B.A., M.A.) and Osgoode Hall Law School, (LL.M.), 
he is professionally qualified in Ontario (1982) and England and Wales (1988). He 
was the first non-American to chair the American Bar Association’s ABA Techshow, 
and to chair the ABA's Law Practice Magazine’s Editorial Board, the LPMS 
Education Board and its New Media and Internet Board. He was a Trustee of the 
College of Law Practice Management for a decade and served as its (first non-
American) President.  
He has spoken on law, technology and professional issues to audiences across 
Canada, the United States, Mexico, Scotland, England, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
India and Singapore. Recent presentations include Proof of Foreign Law – Canadian 
Perspectives, The European Commission Directorate-General Justice, Directorate A, 
and The Hague Conference on Private International Law Conference on: Access to 
Foreign Law in Civil and Commercial Matters (2012); Spinning the Web – Social Media 
and Ethics in the Practice of Law, (The Commons Institute, Expert Sessions on Practice 
Management 2012); Avoiding the Doghouse - The Ten Mistakes that Give Rise to Most 
Malpractice Claims (The Commons Institute, Expert Sessions on Practice Management 
2012); Emerging Issues in Social Media (Pacific Legal Technology Conference 2011); 
Risks, Security and Ethics in the Cloud (Pacific Legal Technology Conference 2011); New 
Developments in the English and Indian Legal Professions, (College of Law Practice 
Management, 2011); Ten things that US business lawyers should understand about 
Canadian Law and Commercial Opinion Practice (ABA Business Law Section, 2011); 
Twenty Five Years of TechShow (ABA 2011); Towards a New Profession (Federation of 
Law Societies of Canada , 2010), The Challenge of Social Media for the Ethical Practice of 
Law (ABA Legal Malpractice Conference, Washington DC , 2010), The New Privacy 
Agenda (Law Society of Upper Canada , 2010), Conflicts and Access to Justice 
(International Legal Ethics Conference, Stanford University , 2010), A Sea Change in 
England – the Legal Services Act, 2007 (College of Law Practice Management, American 
University, Washington DC , 2010), Social Media and the Courts (Supreme Court of 
Canada, Ottawa , 2010), Les médias sociaux comme moyen d'accès à l'information juridique 
(Educaloi, Dire le droit pour être compris, Montréal , 2010) and New York State Bar 
Association, Presidential Summit, The Future of the Legal Profession, 2011 .  
He has advised both the Canadian Bar Association and the International Bar 
Association on professional issues; he co-leads the most successful Canadian legal 
blog http://www.slaw.ca. He was recently awarded the first Chief Justice of Ontario 
Fellowship in Legal Ethics and Professionalism.  
He is a director of the Canadian Rhodes Scholars Foundation and was the President 
of the Oxford Society of Toronto. 
 

https://hcch.nl/owa/redir.aspx?C=064f2f8fee13435ebe5f1b786a8d0444&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.slaw.ca%2f�

