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Without the Apostille Convention
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3rd authentication 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

4th authentication 
Embassy / Consulate of 

State of production based 
in State of execution

5th authentication 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of State of production 
(some States only)

2nd authentication 
authority/officer/agency 
(e.g. Ministry of Interior, 

Education or Justice)(signatory unknown in 
State of production –

 

need to authenticate 
origin of the document)

Producing public 
documents abroad

THE LEGALISATION 
CHAIN

Long, cumbersome and costly
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Public 
Document

(signatory unknown in 
State of production –

 

need to authenticate 
origin of the document)

Competent Authority
issues, affixes and 
registers ApostillesONE STEP 

PROCESS

APOSTILLISED 
DOCUMENT READY 
TO BE PRODUCED 
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Verification of Apostille via 
Register kept by 

Competent Authority

With the Apostille Convention

Producing public 
documents abroad
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Status of the 
Apostille Convention

101 Contracting States
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Status of the 
Apostille Convention

Recent developments

◦

 

Continues to be the most widely ratified and applied 
Hague Convention

◦

 

Over 30% of all Contracting

 States have joined the 
Convention in the last 10 years

◦

 

Since the 1st regional e-APP

 meeting in Helsinki:
Costa Rica has acceded 
EIF 14 December 2011

Oman has acceded

 
(first State in the Persian Gulf

 
to do so)

 
EIF 30 January 2012
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Status of the 
Apostille Convention

Recent developments

◦

 

The World Bank agrees that Apostille Convention 
establishes conditions that are more amenable to 
foreign investment:

•

 

In 2010, the World Bank released the first Investing 
Across Borders (IAB) report, which measures foreign 
direct investment based on a State’s legal and regulatory 
framework

•

 

The Report finds that the Apostille Convention makes it 
easier for foreign companies to start up business in the 
host State by simplifying the process of authenticating 
foreign public documents

•

 

The World Bank has subsequently recommended to States 
to consider joining the Apostille Convention as part of 
reforms to improve performance in foreign investment
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Survey questions 
comprising the 

Ease of establishment 
index

How the 
question is 

scored

…
Question 19
Is your country a party to 
the Hague Apostille 
Convention?

“Yes” = 1

 

“No” = 0
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States assessed in 2010 IAB report
= not yet party to the Apostille Convention
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Status of the 
Apostille Convention

Recent developments
◦

 

In April 2011, the Permanent Bureau 
released a Brief Guide to assist authorities 
in new and potential Contracting States with 
implementing the Convention

◦

 

Complements the existing

 
ABCs of Apostilles brochure, 
which is addressed to 
individuals and companies 
that use Apostilles in 
everyday life

◦

 

Work on a Practical Handbook 
(for Competent Authorities)

 
continues



Slide 10

Introducing the e-APP

Why is there an e-APP?

◦

 

In numerous States, most of Apostille-related work is 
still done manually

◦

 

Origin of public document is not always verified 
adequately before Apostille is issued

◦

 

In some States:
•

 

Apostilles are stapled to the underlying document
•

 

Signatures are stamped on to Apostilles

◦

 

“Register? What Register?!” –

 

few requests for 
verifications…
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Introducing the e-APP

Background and purpose

◦

 

In 2006, HCCH launched the electronic Apostille Pilot 
Program (“e-APP”), in cooperation with the 
National Notary Association of the USA

◦

 

Promote use of modern technology to
•

 

further improve effective operation of Apostille Convention
•

 

further increase secure operation of Apostille Convention

◦

 

Apostille Convention drafted in a functionally neutral way 
(so no need for amendments to the Convention or 
additional Protocol)
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Introducing the e-APP

The e-APP in a nutshell

◦

 

Two components
1.

 

Issuance and use of electronic Apostilles

 
(e-Apostilles)

2.

 

Creation and Operation of electronic Registers of 
Apostilles 
(e-Registers)

◦

 

The ultimate goal is for one day, most (all?) Apostilles to 
be issued electronically and all Competent Authorities to 
operate an electronic Register
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MORE INFORMATION ON THE 
“APOSTILLE SECTION” OF THE HAGUE 

CONFERENCE WEBSITE 
www.hcch.net



Slide 14

MORE INFORMATION ON THE 
“APOSTILLE SECTION” OF THE 
HAGUE CONFERENCE WEBSITE
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OR ON THE SPECIFICALLY- 
DESIGNED e-APP WEBSITE AT 

www.e-APP.info
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The e-Register component

Basic features

◦

 

Recipient is able to verify the origin of an Apostille:
•

 

Online –

 

URL of e-Register should be indicated on 
Apostille, but outside the box with 10 standard items

•

 

Using number and date of Apostille –

 

no “fishing 
expeditions”

 

possible (avoid consequential numbering of 
Apostilles)

•

 

Obtaining an automatic response –

 

ranging from a 
simple “yes”

 

or “no”, to providing the user with an image 
of the Apostille and/or underlying document 

◦

 

e-Registers work for both e-Apostilles and paper 
Apostilles
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The e-Register component

Operating an e-Register

◦

 

Where there are several Competent Authorities in a 
Contracting State, consider having ONE central e-

 Register for all Competent Authorities

◦

 

Open source e-Register software available –

 

for free –

 on e-APP website

◦

 

e-Register encourages greater use of Apostille 
verification procedure as a public convenience and a 
deterrent to forgery and fraud
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The e-Register component

Categories of e-Registers

◦

 

E-Registers can be categorised

 

by the types of 
information they display in their response to the user:

•

 

Category 1 – “yes” / “no”
•

 

Category 2 –

 

“yes”

 

/ “no”

 

+ basic information about the 
underlying document

•

 

Category 3 -

 

“yes”

 

/ “no”

 

+ basic information about + 
actual image of the underlying document

•

 

Category 4 –

 

“yes”

 

/ “no”

 

+ image of Apostille + 
verification of digital signature

•

 

Category 5 -

 

“yes”

 

/ “no”

 

+ image of Apostille + image of 
underlying document

•

 

Category 6 -

 

“yes”

 

/ “no”

 

+ image of Apostille + image of 
underlying document + verification of digital signature
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Category 1 –

 

Andorra
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Category 1 –

 

Andorra
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Category 2 –

 

New Zealand
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Category 2 –

 

New Zealand
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Category 2 –

 

California
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Category 2 –

 

California
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Category 3 –

 

Georgia 
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Category 3 –

 

Georgia 
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Category 4 –

 

Mexico 
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Category 4 –

 

Mexico 
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Category 5 –

 

Bulgaria 
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Category 5 –

 

Bulgaria 
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Category 5 –

 

Bulgaria 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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The e-Apostille component

Overview
◦

 

Encourages Competent Authorities to issue secure 
e-Apostilles

◦

 

By using, for example, Adobe®

 

Acrobat®

 

out-of-the-

 
box PDF technology (prof. ed.), enables CA to issue e-

 
Apostilles in PDF and to sign these e-Apostilles by using 
a digital certificate

•

 

Origin of e-Apostille can easily be verified by recipient by 
checking origin and status of digital signature

◦

 

Implementation is ideally (but not necessarily) combined 
with implementation of electronic means to verify origin 
of underlying public document (comparing hash value)
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The e-Apostille component

Move from this…
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The e-Apostille component

…

 

or this…
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The e-Apostille component

… to…
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…

 

and eventually…

The e-Apostille component
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Recapping the e-APP

So to recap…

◦

 

Both e-APP components (e-Apostilles and e-Registers) are 
addressed to / used by:

Competent Authorities in State of origin
•

 

to issue e-Apostilles
•

 

to register paper or e-Apostilles in e-Register
Recipient in State of destination
•

 

to verify origin of e-Apostilles via digital Certificate
•

 

to verify origin of paper or e-Apostilles via e-Registers

◦

 

Software is a suggestion only –

 

other technologies 
possible
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Recapping the e-APP

So to recap…

◦

 

Two components are independent –

 

one can be 
implemented before the other (typically e-Register is 
implemented first)

◦

 

As no need for a new or modified Convention, all 
Contracting States are on board
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Status of the e-APP

Implementation chart (1/2)
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Status of the e-APP

Implementation chart (2/2)
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Status of the e-APP

Preventing fishing expeditions

◦

 

Some of these e-Registers are not yet 
fully compliant with the e-APP so far as they 
do not prevent fishing expeditions

◦

 

Recall “best practices”

 

established by 6th

 

e-APP Forum -

 require entry of unique information associated with an 
Apostille received:

•

 

number Apostilles non-sequentially (or otherwise 
randomly)

•

 

request recipient to enter unique identifier, ideally 
together with date of issuance

◦

 

In some e-Registers, however, interested persons may 
browse and view all Apostilles issued on a certain date, 
or Apostilles issued for a certain customer
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For example…

 

enter in Apostille 
number and date of issue…

Status of the e-APP

So far so good
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But enter in just the issue date…

Status of the e-APP
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…

 

or just a person’s given name

Status of the e-APP
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…

 

or even just the number 1

Status of the e-APP
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The e-APP for Europe project

Project description

◦

 

Project duration: 18 months (May 2010 –

 

Nov 2011)

◦

 

Close cooperation with Spain (partner), Czech Republic, 
Finland and France (associated partners)

◦

 

6th

 

International Forum (Madrid, June 2010), and 
3 Regional Meetings (Helsinki, 14 February 2011; 
Prague, 27 May 2011; France, tbc) 

◦

 

Project manager engaged by the HCCH and Ministry of 
Justice of Spain: 

•

 

Ms Lucía PRIETO RIOS

◦

 

Overall project coordinated within the judicial and 
administrative co-operation section of the HCCH



Christophe Bernasconi
cb@hcch.nl

www.hcch.net
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